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WISHING YOU A HAPPY PASSOVER
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Gary Rosenthal Judaica is available at these, and other, fine retailers
Artworks, Park City, UT ¢ Aramis Boutique, Englishtown, NJ ¢ CBL Fine Art, West Orange, NJ

Dashka Roth, New Orleans, LA ¢ Israeli Accents, Rockville, MD ¢ Kolbo Fine Judaica, Brookline, MA
Olam Tikvah, Fairfax, VA ¢ On the Main, Ogunquit, ME ¢ Shalom House, Woodland Hills, CA

Torat Emet, Boynton Beach, FL ¢ Traditions, Pompano Beach, FL ¢ TraditionsJewishGifts.com

Zephyr Gallery, Atlantic City, NJ ¢ Zion Lion, Roslyn Heights, NY

Passover
begins the night
of April 10th

this yeart

www.collectgaryrosenthal.com | 301.493.5577
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Traveling University Tours

Eastern Europe
Led by Prof. Stephen Berk
June 18-30, 2017

Our Roots in Russia
Led by Prof. Stephen Berk
June 29 - July 7, 2017

Cuba
Led by Prof. Stephen Berk
December 10-17, 2017

Adventures for Jewish Singles B eestony
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All Best-Day tours led by Bill Cartiff

Israel Adventure
May 21 - June 1, 2017

Norwegian Fjords

July 1-8, 2017 with

Paris (June 28 - July 1) and
London (July 8-9) Extensions

American Music Cities Tour
Memphis, Nashville & New Orleans
Oct 15-22, 2017

New Year’s Holiday Cruise
Details coming soon!
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Israel Tours for all ages! 6

Bar/Bat Mitzvah in Israel
July 20-31, 2017
More dates and details online!

Tour Departures All Year Long
Personalized itineraries & private tours available!

PROGRESSIVE nrTnry

Join WUPJ & ignite o ' o
your Musical Soul ivaisu AR
WUPJ Musical Caribbean Cruise

Featuring Josh Nelson!
February 17-24, 2018

HADASSAH

Connect with Israel EE
on a Hadassah Mission g |

Ultimate Israel

Hadassah’s Autumn
Mission to Israel

Led by Aileen Bormel
Oct 31 - Nov 10, 2017

Find more journeys at

Ayelet wurs 114,

www.ayelet.com « 800-237-1517
Connect to the Jewish World today!



important cover story.

lennium—has been a double-edged sword. On the one

hand, it has facilitated global communication, energized
movements for democratic change and linked families and
friends in its vast network. It has turned nouns—Facebook,
tweet—into verbs and remade the social landscape on a scale
never before imagined. Yet, this brave new digital world has
also had its downside, providing platforms for hate and incite-
ment, leading, critics say, even to murder—what we call in this
issue “anti-Social Media.” Terrorist attacks in Israel and else-
where have allegedly been inspired by such postings, prompt-
ing widespread discussion and criticism, detailed in this issue’s

Editor’s Note

S ocial media—the great hope and hype of the new mil-

Elsewhere in this issue, we look at the growing presence of
Jewish rappers and producers in the hip hop culture that has
its roots in the African American experience. We look also at
the important role B'nai B'rith played in easing the pathway of
Jewish immigrants newly arrived at the New World portal of
Ellis Island in New York Harbor during the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Among those immigrants, though only for a
brief time in 1917, was Leon Trotsky, the Marxist leader born
Lev Davidovitch Bronstein. We tell the story of his 10 weeks in
New York City, his often stormy relationship with the Yiddish-
language Jewish Forward newspaper and his ultimate depar-
ture to lead the Russian Revolution. Enjoy!

—FEugene L. Meyer

By Cheryl Kempler

he massive influx of new immi-
Tgrants to New York’s Lower East

Side presented B'nai Brith with
new challenges and opportunities. In
1900, Grand Lodge President Leo M.
Levi, a young lawyer based in New York,
commissioned a report about conditions
in the new urban ghetto. Working with
civic leaders in the area, Levi devised
a plan to inaugurate a branch of B'nai
B'rith there.

Contrasting with its 58th Street and
Lexington Avenue offices, B'nai B'rith’s
downtown headquarters was intended
to be a resource for a population living
in what was at the time said to be the
world’s most crowded neighborhood.

B’nai Brith’s initial $2,000 expense
for the lease and renovation of its 106
Forsyth Street site was augmented by
donations from prominent Jewish
philanthropists, including Jacob Schiff
and Felix Warburg. Opening in 1902,
the facility became a hub of activity. Four
lodges and a women'’s auxiliary occupied
the meeting rooms, while its Maimonides
Library was open to the public. An

Founding the Jerusalem Lodge:
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In 1900, Grand Lodge President Leo M. Levi
created a plan to inaugurate a branch of
B’nai B’rith New York’s Lower East Side.

employment bureau was also in opera-
tion. One of the first cultural events to
take place was a talk by Isidore Singer,
B’nai B'rith leader and managing editor
of the 12-volume Jewish Encyclopedia—
the first of its kind, published between
1901 and 1906.

In 1903, a newly opened gallery
displayed works by local amateurs and
professionals. B’nai B'rith also requested

Pioneers and Piety

submissions by eminent Jewish artists,
including Moses Ezekiel, from whom
B’nai B’rith had commissioned the
allegorical statue “Religious Liberty,”
honoring the nation’s centenary in
1876 and now in front of the National
Museum of American Jewish His-

tory, in Philadelphia. From his studio
in Rome, Ezekiel sent “Israel,” a relief
dominated by the figure of a crucified
man. Common to the era, the motif of
the persecuted Christ was recognized as
a symbol for the collective suffering of
the Jewish people—TIsrael, but Ezekiel
made the meaning clearer by incor-
porating the title itself into the work.
The artist may have believed that the
immigrants’ understanding of the sculp-
ture, informed by their own experience,
would be a visceral one.

Nonetheless, there is no available
evidence that “Israel” was ever displayed;
its imagery made it controversial. The
sculpture has survived and is today on
view as part of the permanent collection
of the Cincinnati Skirball Museum at
Hebrew Union College, in Cincinnati.®
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10 Anti-Social Media i B rith Internationa
Social media has been a powerful tool to inform and connect people. But it also BNAI®BRIT I_TI—O DM
Twitter have had to confront vexing questions of free speech and responsibility in VI
a digital world. 2 (E; néu Iﬁnnth S
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By Michele Chabin During the week of Chanukah, B'nai

B'rith President Gary P. Saltzman
1 ( joined a B’nai Brith Cuban Jewish
i Relief Project mission to Cuba,
TrOtS ky N N eW York helping distribute donations,
including medicines, medical devices
and clothing.

has provided platforms for disseminators of hate and inciters to violence. Faced

with mounting public pressure—and lawsuits—companies like Facebook and

After being expelled from five countries for his political beliefs, Leon Trotsky
landed in New York City on Jan. 14, 1917. He would spend 10 weeks in the
United States before returning back to Russia to help lead the Bolshevik
Revolution.

By Kenneth D. Ackerman

20 Jews in Hip-Hop

Hip-hop is rooted in African American culture. But, as in many other art forms,
Jews have played a role—both as artists and producers. The rap group Beastie

Boys was the firse—but not the last—to gain widespread acclaim, selling millions 3 O B'nai B'rith Lodges

of albums.

By Sam Seifman

By Sienna Girgenti

All over the country, B'nai Brith
lodges are dedicated to strengthening
their communities through service.

24 . By Sam Seifman
Ellis Island

3 Conference on
Senior Housing

Senior housing management profes-
sionals and board members of the
B'nai B'rith facilities gathered in
Houston for a three-day conference

In 1892, Ellis Island in New York Harbor became America’s main portal for new
immigrants. After they arrived, B'nai Brith members helped them adjust and
created educational programs for these new Americans.

By Cheryl Kempler

in November to learn what it takes
Printed with to run a senior residence efficiently.
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From the President

Nuturing the Next Generation:

B'nai B'rith's Commitment to

the Future

By Gary P. Saltzman

President, B'nai Brith International

ttracting and cultivating the next
Ageneration of Jewish leaders is a

challenge for all Jewish institu-
tions, whether it’s drawing top-notch staff
to work in salaried positions or appealing
to volunteers to give their time, attention
and monetary support. This is perhaps
one of the biggest issues facing us at B’nai
Brith and for the broader Jewish com-
munity.

This is a recent phenomenon. When I
became active in B’nai Brith more than
40 years ago, the pool of up-and-coming
leaders seemed vast. Today;, it’s less about
numbers and more about commitment.

A Pew Research study has found fewer
younger Jews are joining synagogues and
established organizations such as ours.
They may take part on an event-by-event
basis. But, more often than not, they don't
want to be pin-wearing, card-carrying
members. And that’s not just of a Jewish
group. The younger generation wants
to help but just not from a membership
standpoint. They are more willing to hop
from one organization to another to meet
their personal Tikkun Olam needs.

And we have to respect that if we are to
not just sustain ourselves but to grow.

Studies find the younger generations
have a very different playbook than from
the one from my age group.

So where and how do we connect?

At B’nai Brith, we are paying close
attention to our Young Leadership
Network as a vital platform to identify

and nurture future leaders, for our own
organization and beyond.

Recently, we focused on some amaz-
ing up-and-coming leaders with diverse
projects and activities. In 2016, 13 young
leaders traveled to Japan to participate in
the Kakehashi Program, which aims to
help bridge the gap between Japan and
the American Jewish community. We also
hosted a Young Leadership Mission to
Cuba. As part of our Cuba Jewish Relief
Project, these 20 and 30 year olds traveled
on a B’nai Brith humanitarian mission
to Cuba, where they toured the country,
met the small Jewish community and
delivered much-needed goods.

Our Young Leadership Network also
co-hosted Project H.O.R E. (Help Our
People Everywhere) in partnership with
other Jewish groups to make Passover
food packages for the Jewish elderly and
needy. Young Jews joined us to pack and
distribute food packages for lower-income
older Jews to help them celebrate the holi-
day. This one-on-one connection seems to
be particularly appealing to the younger
generations.

Our young leaders also tell us they care
about the wider world. Our Conversa-
tions Around the World Series continued
with young professionals meeting with
diplomats from various countries to
learn about a particular country’s Jewish
population, as well as its relationship with
the United States and Israel. This is in
addition to the myriad happy hours, hikes

and Shabbat dinners that we arranged
across the country.

At the same time, we also must wel-
come these young leaders into the broader
Jewish community and make sure they
know they have a voice.

Disaster relief has proven of particular
interest to young leaders. From volunteer-
ing to clean up in the wake of tornadoes
and hurricanes to raising funds ata
soccer match for local flood victims, this
age group is interested in helping others
and helping their communities. In my
hometown of Denver, young leaders are
an integral part of our annual Leadville
Jewish Cemetery cleanup efforts.

Programs and events such as these
introduce younger Jews to other civic
minded Jews, and also serve as an intro-
duction to all that B’nai B'rith does to
make a difference in the world.

We find that in many cases, young pro-
fessionals want to help, to give back; they
just need an outlet. We can be that outlet.

But we must also recognize the unique
hardships of this generation. It’s less com-
mon now than in my day to find a two-
parent, one-income-earning home. Today,
young families rely on two incomes to
make ends meet. And that’s without even
considering synagogue memberships or
day school tuition. There are also more
single parent homes today. We must con-
sider these challenges if we are to success-
fully engage this generation in the areas of
Jewish identity and continuity.
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In 2016, 13 young leaders traveled to Japan to participate in the Kakehashi Program,

aiming to bridge the gap between Japan and the American Jewish community.

At B’nai B’rith, we are mindful of the
great impact of partnerships. We join
with the international Jewish fraternity
Alpha Epsilon Pi (AEPi) on disaster
relief and human rights. We have hosted

AEPi brothers on our annual meetings in
conjunction with the anti-Israel leanings
of the United Nations Human Rights
Council in Geneva. AEPi brothers also
joined us on the Japan Young Professional
trip mentioned above.

We also must be inclusive. According
to a survey by Leading Edge, some two-
thirds of Jewish professional staffers are
women, but at the same time, women can
be found in only about 30 percent of top
posts in those same organizations. And
each year, the Forward newspaper surveys
who holds the top slots in Jewish orga-
nizations. In 2014, the most recent data
year, only 12 out of the 71 major Jewish
organizations surveyed have women at
the helm.

We are working to identify and cul-
tivate young professional women who
may not realize the leadership possibilities
and opportunities open to them. This
is an area that resonates personally with
me. [ am proud to say that my daugh-
ter, Rebecca, has chosen to be a leader
within B’nai Brith. Her efforts chairing
our Young Leadership Network earned
her the prestigious Label A. Katz award,
named in honor of the youngest person

to become international president of
B’nai Brith. As we note in conferring the
honor: “The award goes to individuals
under 45 who have demonstrated out-
standing service to the totality of B’nai
B'rith and have worked to achieve the
goals of the B’nai Brith Young Leader-
ship program.” As a recipient myself some
time ago, I know first hand how such
recognition of effort can have an impact
on future engagement. Connecting with
the leaders of tomorrow is a long process.
But the baby boomers who are leading
today’s organizations, as both staff and
volunteers, are likely already looking at
the exits. Now is the time to recognize,
engage and cultivate tomorrow’s lead-
ers. We have started the process. Our
vigilance is required. The meaning and
depth of purpose so many younger folks
seek is right here. We just have to share it
with them.

The responsibility is with the older gen-
erations to welcome, encourage and lis-
ten. | encourage lodges and units to reach
out in their communities to invest in their
own future by supporting young leader-
ship development. Through sports teams
or professional mentoring programs or
disaster assistance, we can develop and
cultivate the personal relationships now
that lead to a more permanent com-
mitment to B’nai B’rith and the Jewish
community at large.
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Combat

By Daniel S. Mariaschin

working in my first job at the

Boston Jewish Community Coun-
cil, my portfolio included staffing the
Holocaust Memorial Committee. Each
fall, on the campus of Brandeis Uni-
versity, wed organize, together with the
local survivors’ organization, a memorial
service in front of the school’s Jewish
chapel.

The assemblage of survivors and their

j ust over 40 years ago, when I was

families, Jewish community leaders and
students would gather around "Job,"
Nathan Rapoport’s stunning bronze
sculpture of a Holocaust victim; candles
were lit, prayers were said and a few short
speeches were given.

These programs were my first direct
encounters with Holocaust survivors. In
1973, we weren’t even 30 years beyond
the horrors of the round-ups and depor-
tations, the ghettoes, the camps and the
killing. I recall one participant in the
Brandeis commemoration, a survivor of
the Warsaw Ghetto, whose haunted eyes
I can still see.

Experiencing that, in the speeches I
would give in those years, down to today,
I would say that there will soon come a
time when there will be no people who
could point to a tattoo on their arm, and
say, “I was there. I saw it. I experienced
the horror.” The biological clock is now

Holocaust Denial: A Recurring
Plague We Must Confront and

Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Offficer, B'nai B'rith International

ticking its final hour, and the moment,
regrettably, is almost here.

Last year, we lost the most poignant
voice of the witnesses, Elie Wiesel. His
writing, and that of all those survivors
who have written memoirs and given
video testimony, will survive and be
studied and serve as constant watchmen
of Holocaust remembrance.

Yet, as these testimonies take their
honored and vital place in libraries,
classrooms and video collections, the
pernicious virus of Holocaust denial is
beginning to spread. The phenomenon
is not new: The infamous Willis Carto,
who founded the Liberty Lobby in
1955 and the Institute for Historical
Review in the 1970s, was among the
early purveyors of Holocaust denial.
Carto once offered $50,000 to anyone
who could prove that the gas chambers
of Auschwitz ever existed. He attracted
a cohort of other deniers, some in the
United States and some in Europe, who
peddled the same theme, in books and
on the far-right lecture circuit.

Perhaps the best known of the deniers
is the self-styled historian David Irving,
who wrote admiringly of Hitler and who
minimized the extent of the Holocaust.
Emory University historian Deborah
Lipstadt included Irving as a subject in
her 1994 book “Denying the Holocaust:

The Growing Assault on Truth and
Memory.”

Irving sued Lipstadt and her pub-
lisher, Penguin Books, for libel and
lost. The judge in the case, tried in the
United Kingdom, stated that Irving
was indeed “a Holocaust denier; that he
[was] anti-Semitic and racist and that he
associate[d]with right-wing extremists
who promote[d] neo-Nazism.”

The case, which took seven years to
conduct, was made into a motion picture
last year, “Denial,” starring Rachel Weisz
and Tom Wilkinson.

The Iranian regime has been among
the major promoters of Holocaust denial.
Its annual Holocaust “cartoon contest”
last year attracted over 40 entries, all
focused on a revisionist theme. The
winning entry: a cash register that
featured the numbers 6,000,000 and a
cash drawer marked “shoah business.”
The key to open the register was marked
“B’nai B'rith.”

The Arab world is home to many who
write and speak of the Holocaust being
exaggerated or never having happened.
Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood leader
Mohammad Mahal Akef speaks of “the
myth of the Holocaust” coming out of
World War II. In 1990, the Palestinian
Red Crescent Society issued a statement
speaking of the “lies concerning the gas
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By Mike Lovett
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Nathan Rapoport’s statue, “Job,” at Brandeis University.

chambers.” And, in his doctoral thesis,
Mahmoud Abbas, the president of the
Palestinian Authority, minimized the
number of Jewish victims of the Shoah.

As the years pass, though, Holocaust
denial has moved in from the fringe,
to include university campuses, which
have now been infected by this virus of
hate. A resolution focusing on Holocaust
remembrance and anti-Semitism, intro-
duced at a meeting called at Toronto’s
Ryerson University, produced a walkout,
accompanied by a student union state-
ment suggesting the Holocaust was a
matter of interpretation, since it “evokes
many views.”

Very few countries have laws against
Holocaust denial, among them Ger-
many, France and Romania, which also
include prohibitions against the display
of fascist symbols. In the U.S., First
Amendment protections shelter those
who engage in denial. In the age of the

internet, anti-Semitism and Holocaust
denial can emanate from our shores
and be broadcast globally. This issue of
B’nai B'rith Magazine takes a hard look
at social media and hate online, and
discusses what internet service providers
and search engines might do to monitor
and excise the proliferation of hate we
are currently witnessing.

As the time comes when there are no
longer survivors to bear witness, we need
to redouble our efforts to educate and
to remember. There is a special obliga-
tion for our generation and the one just
behind us to engage vigorously in this
effort. Each of us can play a role: as
students, educators, Jewish community
organizations, media and public figures.

To have seen one-third of our people
destroyed in a mactter of six years, and
then see their memory denied and
erased, in our time or any time, is just
unacceptable.
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letters

to the editor

Dear Editor,

Among the many informative and
enlightening articles you usually
include in the magazine I found the
one “Uncovering UNRWA” by Uriel
Heilman especially significant and
important.

That UNRWA is and has been
staffed by essentially all Palestinians is
something most people and politicians
worldwide do not know.

Several years ago when I was in
Israel visiting family, they held a lunch
for their friends to greet us. Among
them was a member of UNRWA (not
a Palestinian) who said that 98 percent
of their employees were Palestinians
and no one realizes it. It explains why
no progress has been made in all these
years to solve the problem.

Quite the contrary. Children have
been taught to hate, as you know, and
that clouds any future peace.

I suggest that the article be sent to
everyone in the Trump administra-
tion (and why not to Obama’s as well),
including the children, and to as many
news outlets and social media as pos-
sible.

Thanks for doing such a great job
with the magazine.

Manning Rubin
New York, N.Y.

Dear Editor,
Concerning the article, “Uncover-
ing UNRWA: An Exception to the

Rule,” the narrow focus of this article

represents its tragedy.

While correctly focusing on how
UNRWA perpetuates the misery of
Arab refugees since 1948, the article
concludes that UNRWA cannot be
eliminated, while efforts to reform
UNRWA are not even mentioned.

Donor nations, beginning with the
U.S., the biggest donor to UNRWA,
to the tune of $400 million a year,
could make conditions for their contri-
butions to UNRWA.

Donors could demand that teachers
in UNRWA who are members of ter-
ror organizations be fired.

Donors could demand that
UNRWA resettle these descendants of
Arab refugees from the 1948 war into
decent, permanent housing.

Donors could demand that Israel, a
member of the U.N., not be wiped off
of maps in the books used in UNRWA
schools to indoctrinate 490,000
students.

The author’s quote from a former
commissioner of UNRWA—when
she asserts that if you did not have
UNRWA schools, then terror groups
would run UNRWA schools—is an
insult to the intelligence of the reader.

Does the author not know that the
UNRWA teachers and workers asso-
ciations in Gaza are run by Hamas,
which won 90 percent of the vote to
lead both associations?

The unkindest cut of all was the
author’s insertion of a smiling picture
of Muhamad Assaf, the UNRWA
youth idol. The author forgets to

Palestinj,
: 'e:nmans

T UN RKVVA s,

INSIDE;
Israel's
Water Miracle

mention that he sings to promote the
murder of Jews.

A 2015 press release from B'nai
B'rith states: “Assaf’s songs explicitly
glorify violence ... with gory scenes
of bloodshed and footage of Palestin-
ian rioters ... Assaf’s standing among
Palestinians highlights the ubiquity of
vile anti-Israel incitement ... and his
‘status’ within UNRWA demonstrates
that agency’s complicity in ignoring
and even sustaining violent hatred.”

David Bedein

Director

Israel Resource News Agency
Center for Near East Policy
Jerusalem

QRILNE

To read more letters,
visit www.bnaibrith.org/magazines.

B'nai Brith Magazine welcomes feedback from our readers. Please e-mail all letters to bbm@bnaibrith.org or send them to
Editor, Bnai Brith Magazine, 1120 20th St., NW, 3rd Floor, Washington, DC 20036. Letters may be edited for length.
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and supporters, discussing issues community and around the world. Like
that matter to YOU. and follow us to join the conversation!

Get Connected
| With B'nai B'rith!

| @ B'NAI B'RITH
| INTERNATIONAL

B'"NAI B'RITH 9



10 SPRING 2017

n Oct. 13, 2015, Micah Lakin Avni was in
O an important business meeting in Tel Aviv
when his mother called his cellphone.

Avni’s mother relayed how terrorists had com-
mitted an attack in Armon Hanatziv, her Jerusalem
neighborhood, and that she hadn’t yet heard from
Avni’s father, Richard Lakin. (Avni, his son’s last
name, is the Hebrew version of Lakin.)

Avni rushed to Jerusalem, calling area hospitals
along the way. Finally, a nurse at Hadassah Medical
Center told him his 76-year-old father was critically
wounded and in surgery. Two weeks later, he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

Lakin, a former elementary school principal in
Connecticut who moved to Israel in 1984, had been
repeatedly shot and stabbed on a public bus by two
Hamas-affiliated men from adjoining Arab neigh-
borhoods in Jerusalem. It was one of the first of doz-

ens of terror attacks perpetrated by Palestinians as
young as 13 from the eastern part of Jerusalem and
the West Bank starting in September 2015 through
well into 2016.

Many of these attacks were allegedly fueled by
lies—spread on social media and in the mosques—
that Israel was planning to deny Muslims access
to the Al Agsa mosque on the Temple Mount. The
allegation that social media companies aren’t doing
nearly enough to stop the spread of cyberterrorism
and anti-Semitism—and may in fact be abetting
them—has spurred Avni and others, including vic-
tims of Islamic terror attacks in Paris and Orlando,
to file lawsuits against Facebook. They hope that the
threat of potentially huge financial payouts will pres-
sure Facebook and other companies to block hate
messages and content.

While watching his father’s condition deterio-



- With Extre
'~ Consequences

rate, Avni said, “I sat there thinking, ‘How did this
happen? What makes two 20-year-old Palestinians
from middle-class families do something so horrific?
What's causing the pace and growth of terrorism so
quickly around the world and in Israel?””

During one of his marathon internet searches on
various social media platforms, Avni came across
a “horrific” reenactment of the attack in which his
father was murdered. “That video went completely
viral, and its purpose was to encourage others to
carry out similar attacks,” he said. Determined to
act, Avni contacted Shurat HaDin, an Israeli law
center that represents terror victims and their fami-
lies. Since 2000, the center has collected more than
$200 million of the $2 billion various courts have
awarded its clients.

Avni became one of the 20,000 petitioners who
sued Facebook in a landmark Oct. 26, 2015, lawsuit

filed by Shurat HaDin. That suit, known as Cohen v.
Facebook, sought an injunction against the company
that would require it to monitor and prevent terrorist
incitement against Jews and Israelis.

As the wave of terror intensified, reaction to
false rumors about access to the Al Aqsa mosque
increased. Shurat HaDin sensed it would have an
even stronger case against Facebook if American
citizens sued the company. In July 2016, it filed a
$1 billion lawsuit, Force v. Facebook, on behalf of
Taylor Force, an American Christian murdered by a
Palestinian terrorist in Israel, and on behalf of Lakin
and four other families of terror victims.

The suit, which the court has joined to Cohen v.
Facebook, alleges that Facebook has violated the
U.S. Andi-Terrorism Act by “knowingly” providing
material support and resources to Hamas. This sup-
port has boosted the terror group’s ability to “recruit,

B'"NAI B'RITH 11
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The picture, titled “stabbing,” is posted on the Al-Quds
(the Arabic name for intifada) Facebook page.

radicalize, instruct terrorists, raise funds, create fear
and carry out attacks,” the suit alleges.

Facebook has denied the allegations and sought
dismissal of the lawsuits. As this issue went to press, a
hearing has been scheduled for March 1.

Facebook did not respond to repeated inqui-
ries from B’nai Brith Magazine related to Shurat
HaDin’s two lawsuits and this article. However, in
January, the company took down more than 100
pages linked to Hamas, the governing authority in
the Gaza Strip that the United States government
has termed a terrorist organization.

The Anti-Terrorism Act has made it possible for
U.S. citizens who were victims of terror attacks,
or their bereaved families, to sue governments like
Libya and Iran that fund, arm and give refuge to
terror groups. Four of the five victims in this instance
were dual American-Israeli citizens.

But anti-terrorism suits aimed at social media
are new, and it remains to be seen whether courts

will hold Facebook, Twitter, Google, YouTube or

Instagram responsible for content they disseminate
but do not generate. “Facebook has zero tolerance for
terrorism,” its attorney said in court filings.

In what may have been an important precedent,
in August 2016, U.S. District Judge William Orrick
dismissed a suit filed against Twitter by families
of contractors murdered in an ISIS terror attack in
Jordan.

The judge said the company could not be held
responsible for aiding terrorism under Section 230
of the Communications Decency Act, which states,
“No provider or user of an interactive computer
service shall be treated as the publisher or speaker of
any information provided by another information
content provider.” He also cited lack of evidence that
the attackers were radicalized by images they saw on
Twitter.

Internet providers and social media companies
insist the act absolves them, the “messengers,” of any
responsibility for the content they disseminate.

Digital Hate Happens

But cyberterrorism is just one example of the
many types of hate spread via social media platforms
against Jews and others.

“The level of online anti-Semitism over the past few
years has been more than we've ever seen before,” said
Oren Segal, who directs the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) Center on Extremism. “Extremists are specifi-
cally targeting various communities, including the
Jewish community and Jewish journalists.”

An October 2016 report by the ADLs Task Force
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“It happened on a day like today, 1 Oct 2015, Al-Quds
Intifada,” referring to the “Stabbing Intifada” in 2015—
posted on the Women for Palestine Facebook page.



on Harassment and Journalism detected a “disturbing
upswing” in online anti-Semitic abuse driven in large
part by “rhetoric in the 2016 presidential campaign.”

From August 2015 and July 2016, the watchdog
identified 2.6 million anti-Semitic tweets overall,
more than 19,000 of them directed at Jewish jour-
nalists.

Sixty-eight percent of these tweets were sent from
1,600 Twitter accounts, out of 313 million existing
Twitter accounts. Those 2.6 million anti-Semitic
tweets had 10 billion views, so they “contributed
to reinforcing and normalizing anti-Semitic lan-
guage—particularly racial slurs and anti-Israel
statements—on a massive scale,” according to the
task force.

Gabriel Weimann, a Haifa University expert in
cyber-terrorism, believes it is important to distinguish
between cyberterror and other forms of cyber-hate.

While cyber-shaming and cyberbullying can have
extreme consequences, including suicide, he said,

Courtesy Wikipedia Commons

“very often the intent isn’t to cause physical harm.”
The aim of cyberterrorism, in contrast, is 100 percent
violent.

Weimann said young Palestinians who partici-
pated in the most recent wave of attacks tended to be
“very active” on social media platforms and became
“very radicalized” by what they saw. The videos
showed who should be targeted with a knife: Israeli
police, soldiers, settlers and other identifiably Jewish
targets. Viewers were also instructed on the best time
of day to kill and which body part is most vulnerable
to attack. “There were even videos showing what
kind of knife or machete to use,” Weimann said.

Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, Shurat HaDin’s founder
and the driving force behind the Facebook suits, says
Facebook and other social media platforms are a ter-
ror cell’s favorite tool.

For the past few years, she alleged, “Facebook has
connected those who incite to kill Jews with those
who want to do so.” Terror groups, she said, “are
using it to raise funds, to connect and to reach out to
potential members. Facebook is letting them freely,
openly, knowingly use its platform to aid and abet
terrorism.”

The fact that users, not the social media companies,
are funding terrorists or inciting violence “does not
eliminate their responsibility,” Darshan-Leitner said.

Asked whether her plaintiffs would drop their $1

Nitsana Darshan-Leitner is the founder of Shurat HaDin,
an Israeli law center that represents terror victims and
their families, and the driving force behind the Facebook
lawsuits.

billion suit if Facebook agreed to take steps to police
itself; she said, “No. Facebook must pay damages. The
only thing these megacompanies know is business. If
they get hit in their pocketbook, they will reconsider
their actions and change them, much like the banks
did,” referring to successful lawsuits filed against
banks that allegedly aided and abetted terror groups.

“The only thing that moved banks to make sure
the money in their possession was terror free and not
transfer money to terrorists were the billion-dollar
lawsuits filed against them. Money is the oxygen of
terrorism,” Darshan-Leitner said.

A Call to Action

Daniel S. Mariaschin, executive vice president and
chief executive officer of B’nai B'rith, said, “There
needs to be a Manhattan Project to confront the
many threats that have grown out of the internet,
which has provided a new way to convey hatred, ter-
rorism and incitement.”

Mariaschin envisions a joint effort between B’nai
B’rith, which has status at both the United Nations
and the Organization of American States, and oth-
ers committed to the fight against cyberterror and
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“We make the red lines...,” featured on the Al-Quds Face-
book page.
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cyberhate, including anti-Semitism.

“The challenges are great, the opportunities are
there, and the next step is for us to either initiate or
join existing efforts,” he said.

Richard Heideman, who served as international
president of B’nai B'rith from 1998 to 2002 and is
a partner in the law firm Heideman, Nudelman
& Kalik, believes, “Holding supporters of terror
accountable in U.S. courts is an essential tool in
secking justice.” Heideman’s firm has filed several
successful lawsuits on behalf of Israeli and other ter-
ror victims.

One of those suits, which sought compensation
from the Libyan government for its supportive role
in the 1985 hijacking of an Egypt Air flight and the
targeted killings of American and Israeli passengers,
“helped bring Muammar Gaddafi and Libya to reach
an agreement with the U.S. in 2008 that resulted
in Libya coming off the State Department’s terror
list,” Heideman said. That agreement included a $1.5
billion payment to victims of Libyan state-sponsored
terrorism.

The Free Speech Dilemma

Some free speech advocates believe litigating
against Facebook, Twitter and others to force them
into policing themselves would ultimately lead to
censorship.

“If Facebook were responsible for the legality of
everything you or I or others say on Facebook, it
would be tremendously expensive and a great disin-
centive to provide an open platform,” Daphne Keller,
director of Intermediary Liability at the Stanford
Center for Internet and Society, told Bloomberg
News. “And it would give them every reason to take
down too much speech, to take down perfectly legal

speech to avoid risk to themselves.

Yair Rosenberg, a writer for the Jewish magazine
Tablet, is one of the 10 Jewish journalists most
targeted by anti-Semites on Twitter, according to the
ADL. Though he believes social media companies
“have an obligation to try to weed out abusive behav-
ior and harassment on their platforms,” he does not
think they should be censoring non-abusive content,
no matter how repugnant.

“Besides this being impractical when it comes
to millions of tweets or posts, it also seems trou-
bling to empower giant corporations to police what
constitutes an acceptable opinion on the internet,”
Rosenberg said. “The best answer to hateful speech
online is better counter-speech from the majority of
non-hateful users—a bottom-up response, rather
than top-down.”

Rosenberg said those who identify or experience
online cyber-hate can report abusive accounts and
work to draw attention to them in publicity cam-
paigns, to ensure the companies are taking them
seriously. “But again, I'd distinguish between abusive
behavior on a social media platform and non-abusive
but hateful content.”

The journalist is skeptical that lawsuits like Avni’s
will succeed, “at least in America, given our First
Amendment, and I don’t think they’re the best
way to fight this sort of problem, either. Censoring
bigotry doesn’t make it go away, it just makes it easier
to ignore, until it has unignorable consequences. I'd
rather that society face up to this material head-on,”
Rosenberg said.

However, in a clear bid to preempt these and
future lawsuits and potentially huge payouts if they
lose what promise to be several court cases, on Dec.
5, 2016, Facebook, Microsoft, Twitter and YouTube
announced they are “coming together” to curb the
spread of terrorist content online.

“There is no place for content that promotes terror-
ism on our hosted consumer services,” they said in a
joint statement. “When alerted, we take swift action
against this kind of content in accordance with our
respective policies.”

The companies vowed to create a shared
industry database of “hashes” —unique digital
“fingerprints”—"“for violent terrorist imagery or
terrorist recruitment videos or images that we have
removed from our services.”



By sharing this information with one another,
they said that they hope to identify and remove
“the most extreme and egregious terrorist images
and videos”—content most likely to violate their
respective companies’ content policies.

Following the huge backlash against Facebook
for sharing fake news stories during the presiden-
tial campaign, in mid-December the company
said it will try to identify such stories with the
assistance of five fact-checking organizations and

through reader feedback.

Lakin’s son Avni insists that if Facebook can

Courtesy of the Force Family

create a system to flag fake news, it can identify ’
and block terror-related content. Taylor Force (right), standing with his family, was a

“Its algorithms advertise to you and they moni- 29-year-old U.S. army veteran and an MBA student at
Vanderbilt University visiting Israel to learn about Israeli
business and high tech when Mohammed Massalha, a
Palestinian terrorist, murdered him in Jaffa.

tor everything going on. They target you based on
that information. They block child pornography
and they can do the same with terror. For years,

they chose to ignore that Hamas was operating an Twitter and Google by the victims of the terror-

entire campaign on Facebook,” Avni asserted. “And st attack in Orlando also accuses the providers

they make money in the process.” of “profiting from postings through advertising
The December 2016 lawsuit against Facebook, revenue.”@
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Trotshy in New York, 1917:
Reluctant Jew in a Jewish City
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Left: The Manhattan skyline in 1917.
Inset: Leon Trotsky’s photo from his
French passport in 1915.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

in any religious sense. He never wrote Yiddish,

didn’t keep kosher and never entered a syna-
gogue. Neither of his two wives, and none of his four
children were Jewish. He was raised on a farm, not in

a shtetl (Yiddish for small town). He didn’t hide his

Jewishness. He spoke out eloquently against pogroms

I eon Trotsky never considered himself Jewish

and anti-Jewish oppression, often at great personal
risk. But when asked, he normally gave his religion as
“socialist” or “internationalist.”

Still, when he landed in New York City on Sunday
morning, Jan. 14, 1917, both the New York Times
and Tribune—two of six newspapers that covered
his arrival—stressed Trotsky’s identity as a “Jewish”
writer editing “Jewish” journals in Russia and France.
Over a million Jews lived in New York at that point,
more than any other city on Earth. In New York, his
Jewishness would stand out, like it or not.

Trotsky spent 10 weeks in New York in early 1917,
just before returning home to Russia to help lead the
Bolshevik Revolution, an event that would catapult
him to global fame. The Bolshevik/Communist state
he helped launch would last 73 years, and Trotsky
would serve as its foreign affairs commissar and
leader of its Red Army in a bloody three-year civil
war, making him second in stature to Bolshevik
leader Vladimir Lenin. His shaggy black hair, sharp
eyes, pointed beard and glasses would make him
recognizable around the world.

Buct his time in power would be brief. Forced
out in the mid-1920s, Trotsky would spend his
last 12 years in exile before being murdered by an
agent of dictator Joseph Stalin in Mexico. Today,

76 years after his death and 26 years after the fall
of the Soviet Union, all his books remain in print
and Trotskyist political candidates still compete in
dozens of countries.

The New York Trotsky found in 1917 was a busy,
freewheeling place unique in the world. World War
I had engulfed Europe since 1914, a catastrophe
that already had killed over 10 million soldiers and
civilians. But America had stayed out, growing rich
selling weapons to warring countries. Instead, New
York was enjoying a golden age of music, theater,
finance and politics, luxuries unthinkable in war-
time Paris, London, Vienna or Berlin.

New York then was an international city in a

way barely recognizable today. After six decades of
record immigration, it had bulging neighborhoods
with the aromas and sounds of foreign countries.
Almost 2 million New Yorkers in 1917 came from
across the ocean.

Jews made up the bulk of the Eastern Europeans,
concentrated in neighborhoods like the Lower East
Side. They still mostly spoke Yiddish, read their own
newspapers, ate their own kosher food and practiced
their own religion.

Forward with the Forward

The Yiddish-language newspaper, Forward, sold
more than 200,000 copies each day in 1917, a circu-
lation rivaling that of the New York Times. Second
Avenue below Tenth Street belonged to the Yiddish
theaters and popular Yiddish cafes.

Trotsky had come to New York as a refugee,
expelled from five countries for his rabblerousing
politics. In Russia, his home, czarist police had
arrested him twice, each time exiling him to Siberia.
Each time, Trotsky escaped. Since the outbreak of
World War I, Austria, Germany, France and Spain
had expelled him too.

But America was different. Still neutral, it had not
yet imposed wartime crackdowns on dissent and had
barely started tracking potential subversives or spies.
Trotsky, to American eyes, looked like any other
hardship case, just like thousands of others who
filled the neighborhoods of lower Manhattan.

Trotsky did not live on the Lower East Side. He
settled his family into a three-bedroom apartment in
the Bronx at 1522 Vyse Avenue, near Crotona Park.
By day, he helped edit a small Russian-language
tabloid called Novy Mir from its basement office at
77 Saint Marks Place, in lower Manhattan. He rode
the subway, enjoyed the movies (Charlie Chaplin
and Molly Pickford were the rage) and sent his sons
to public school in the Bronx.

But Trotsky too was, indeed, different. He jumped
on the freedoms he found in New York to immerse
himselfin politics. Here, his extremism quickly
separated him from most Jews in this new country,
even those who shared his socialism.

The great issue dominating early 1917 was whether
America should drop its neutrality and enter the
World War. Just two weeks after Trotsky’s arrival,
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on January 31, 1917, Germany declared unrestricted
submarine warfare against neutral shipping, prompt
ing President Woodrow Wilson to sever diplomatic
relations. Most Americans now supported mobiliza-
tion, but New York remained a hotbed of dissent,
particularly among immigrant Jews.

Trotsky jumped right in, writing dozens of articles
and giving over 30 speeches at venues including
Cooper Union and Beethoven Hall. For social-
ists like him, the issue was easy. Why, they argued,
should workers in France, Germany or anyplace else
fight each other when their common enemy was the
capitalists? Loyalty to country meant nothing to an
“internationalist” like Trotsky.

Most Russian Jews had come flecing oppression:
pogroms, murders, harassment, bans against attend-
ing universities, owning land or even living in most
cities. Now, with Russia (which still included Poland
and Ukraine) allied with Britain and France, they
saw American entry into the War as helping the czar.

But most Jews had a different reason to oppose the
War: They had grown to admire their new home.
Life here was harsh, but they appreciated the country
as a place with real freedoms and opportunities
where immigrants could enjoy respect and build
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Trotsky’s newspaper office at 77 Saint Marks Place in New York City.
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a future. This split over patriotism would reach a
breaking point on March 1, 1917, with an event deci-
sive in America’s decision finally to enter the war: the
disclosure of the Zimmermann Telegram.

The Zimmermann Telegram was a cable from Ger-
man Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann offering
Mexico a reward if it joined the fight on Germany’s
side: the return of Texas, California and other lands
seized by the United States after the 1846-1848 Mex-
ican-American War. The idea posed a direct threat to
the American heartland and sparked outrage across
the country.

At the Forward, still staunchly socialist, the
managing editor that day was B. Charney Vladeck,

a Russian who had served two prison terms under
the czar before flecing to America in 1908. Unlike
Trotsky, Vladeck had become enamored of his new
country. He described how, visiting Philadelphia, he
“prayed silently and without a hat in front of Inde-
pendence Hall.” In America, he wrote, “for the first
time I felt free to explore the world as I want to see it
... I don’tlove it only as an artist for its colors, but as
a citizen feeling that it is mine.”

When Vladeck saw the Zimmermann Telegram
cross his desk, he was appalled. He took pen to paper
and wrote a headline in Yiddish: “Can this be so that
Germany is actually performing such an idiotic dip-
lomatic schtick?” He continued: “Every inhabitant
of the country would fight to the last drop of blood
to protect the great American republic against the
monarchies of Europe and Asia and their allies.”

Trotsky, seeing Vladeck’s article, erupted. Here
was the Forward, the most widely read socialist daily
voice in America, suddenly endorsing war, even
encouraging young men to enlist. Trotsky decided
to demand an explanation from the man who held
ultimate control over the Forward, its founder and
chief editor, Abraham Cahan.

He stormed out of his office on Saint Marks Place,
traversed the crowded lower East Side to the Forward
building on East Broadway, found Cahan’s office,
and barged in. By all accounts, the exchange quickly
degenerated, voices shrill, faces red and tempers lost.
Abraham Cahan, 20 years older than Trotsky, took
considerable pride, not just as editor of the Forward
but as a founder of American socialism and an
accomplished member of the literati in his own right,
author of the acclaimed English-language novel



Courtesy of the Library of Congress

The Forward’s founder and chief editor, Abraham Cahan.

“The Rise of David Levinsky.” And who was this
Leon Trotsky, a newcomer editor of a puny Russian
tabloid, to tell him, Abraham Cahan, how to run
his newspaper? To question his managing editor? To
question his socialism?

Trotsky asked Cahan about the Vladeck story,
and Cahan told him that, yes, he had seen it, he had
approved it and it was now the official policy of the
Forward. At that, Trotsky told Cahan that he would
never again write for the Forward and demanded
that Cahan return a draft article he had submitted a
few days earlier.

'The confrontation lasted just long enough to burn
bridges. Trotsky marched back to his desk at Novy
Mir and, over the next three weeks, wrote five arti-
cles for Novy Mir blasting Abraham Cahan and his
newspaper. He accused Cahan of being an autocrat,
out of touch, encamped in his 10-story building, and
insisted he be expelled from the party.

But for Cahan too, the exchange marked a turn-
ing point. Cahan would be one of the first major
American socialists to denounce the Bolsheviks after
they seized power in Russia. When Moscow sympa-

thizers tried to pressure him to soften his criticisms,
he declared, “I would rather see the Forward go
under than weaken the struggle against the com-
munists.”

Bronx Man Makes His Mark

Amid all this turmoil, it came as a shock when
news reached New York on Thursday, March 15, that
food riots in Petrograd, Russia, had escalated into
full-scale rebellion, forcing the hated czar, Nicholas
11, to abdicate. Ceremonies erupted worldwide, none
more intense than on the Jewish Lower East Side.
Trotsky had not seen his homeland for over a decade;
it was time to return. In dozens of speeches all over
the city, he made his intentions clear: to reach Petro-
grad, join the resistance, help topple the provisional
government, take Russia out of the War and create
socialism.

That November, when news reached New York
of the Bolshevik revolution with Trotsky’s name
in the headlines, locals all agreed on one thing:
“TROTSKY, NOW IN KERENSKY’S PLACE,
ONCE LIVED HERE,” headlined the New York
World. “TROTSKY IN EXILE LIVED IN THE
BRONX,” echoed the New York Times. Most direct
was the Bronx Home News, which announced sim-
ply: “BRONX MAN LEADS RUSSIAN REVO-
LUTION.” The implication: Only a New Yorker
could have pulled off this job.

Trotsky returned the compliment. For 10 weeks
in 1917, the city offered him and his family freedom,
comfort, security, friends and celebrity, a taste of
what they later would call “the American dream.”
Trotsky carried American ideas back to Russia for
his new Soviet state: the movies, science and culture.

“To have Bolshevism shod in the American way”
with technology, math, efficient factories, stated
Trotsky. “There is our task!” Writing in later years
that, in the future, “all the problems of our planet
will be decided upon American soil.”

This article was adapted by
the author from his book,
“Trotsky in New York

1917, published last year by

Counterpoint Press.

B'"NAI B'RITH 19



Courtesy of MC Serch

20 SPRING

Hip Hops

By Sam Seifman

MC Serch, born Michael Berrin, hails from Far
Rockaway, in Queens, N.Y. Serch grew up sur-
rounded by hip-hop but living in a conservative

Jewish household. With a local cantor as a mentor, he

had dreams of being one himself. He combined his
two worlds, going to schul on Friday and Saturday

while also playing basketball and listening to rap on
Shabbat.

MC Serch, born Michael Berrin, originally came to fame as
a rapper in the late *80s and later achieved success as a
producer.

2017

His rabbi saw him playing with friends, many of
whom were African American. Serch was called into
his office the next day.

“Michael, I had such high hopes for you,” his
rabbi said.

The rabbi lamented Serch’s choice in friends, using
a derogatory Yiddish word for African American.

“You're supposed to teach? You're supposed to
educate?” Serch replied, frustrated.

Distraught, he turned down a scholarship from
the St. Louis School of Music, where he planned
to train to become a cantor. Instead, he became a
professional rapper—something he had been doing
as a hobby since he was a teenager. He converted
to Islam—remaining in the religion for the next
four years. He later converted back to Judaism after
moving in with a Christian-agnostic girlfriend. One
Christmas, she wanted to put up a tree and he fele
the need for his background to be represented. So,
they also lit menorah candles.

Serch’s story is emblematic of hip-hop’s roots—
starting from rebelliousness and reaching success
as a performer and promoter of rappers in the "80s
and '90s.

Or as the Canadian Jewish black rap superstar
Drake, puts it, “Started from the bottom, now we
here.” Drake was born Aubrey Drake Graham. His
father is African American, and he was raised by his
Jewish mother and bar mitzvahed.

Drake and other rappers fall under the category of



“Hip-hop,” a subculture that also encompasses disc
jockeys, graffiti artists and break dancers. It is said
to have originated in 1973, in the Bronx, at a party
hosted by Jamaican-born Clive “DJ Kool Herc”
Campbell.

As hip-hop grew, it diversified beyond African
American artists and fans to include Jews as well.
The breakout Jewish rap stars were the Beastie Boys,
made up of Michael “Mike D” Diamond, Adam
“MCA” Yauch and Adam “Ad-Rock” Horovitz. The
group achieved notoriety and toured with Madonna
in 1985. In 1987, their album “License to Ill” went
platinum, selling a million copies. In total, they
have recorded seven platinum albums and have been
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. In
2012, Adam Yauch died of salivary gland cancer,
and he was so esteemed that a park was named for
him in Brooklyn Heights, N.Y.

When Serch was younger, some of his African
American friends converted to Islam. This prompted
him to ask them questions about it, to which they
would reply, “Why are you always searching for
answers?”

So they called him “Search.” It was changed to
“Serch” when he was buying a customized belt
buckle and found out that it cost $20 less leaving
out the “a.”

When he decided to go professional, his mother,
Roz Berrin, was supportive. She sang as Linda Paige
in the Borscht Belt. However, Serch admits, she
wasn’t too familiar with rap.

“She thought I was going to be a gift wrapper,”
he said.

Serch achieved some success in New Jersey, New
York and Philadelphia, partially because he was very
active in “battle rap” (two rappers verbally attacking
each other) scene—a consistent theme among rap’s
outsiders. After releasing two albums through inde-
pendent labels, he was signed by Lyor Cohen (also
Jewish) and Russell Simmons, working for Rush
Productions. Later, these two became major produc-
ers in hip-hop and founders of Def Jam Records,
one of the most successful rap labels. Producing
artists like the Beastie Boys and Kanye West. They
agreed to pay for his demo.

Serch teamed up with rapper Pete Nice and DJ
Richie Rich to form 3rd Bass in 1987. Before break-
ing up in 1992, they released three albums, two of
which went gold, selling at least 500,000 copies.

Serch went solo that year, releasing the album
“Return of the Product,” which reached 103 on
Billboard’s “Top 200 Albums.” He also started Ser-
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Producer Richard Wolf accepting his Daytime Emmy for the
music to the cartoon “Static Shock” in 2004.

chlite Productions, producing the album “Illmatic”
by Nas, which ranked 11th on Rolling Stone’s “100
Best Debut Albums of All Time.”

the

Serch and Cohen join a long line of Jewish
producers. Rick Rubin, another Jewish Def Jam
co-founder, worked with big names like Jay Z,
Kanye West and Eminem. In 2007, Time Magazine
ranked him number eight on its “Most Influential”
list.

Richard Wolf was part of the production team
for Serch’s album “Return of the Product.” “Serch
was a very confident artist who had definite ideas
of what he wanted,” Wolf said. Wolf’s mother was
French and his father was Belgian, both of them
refugees from the Holocaust and dedicated to music
education. In the 1980s, he was drawn to hip-hop,
listening to it as people performed on the streets of
Manhattan.

“It had the rebelliousness and lyricism of early folk
rock,” he said.

In the late *70s, Wolf started as a solo artist,
recording a folk rock album his freshman year of
college in Muscle Shoals, Ala. He then became
a staff writer at Warner/Chappell Music. While
there, he also wrote theme songs, including for the
Rodney Dangerfield film “Back to School” and
“Karate Kid I1.”

In 1989, Wolf and Epic Mazur (his former intern)
opened Wolf and Epic. They produced for the rap
group Bell Biv Devoe, including its album “Poison,”
which sold 3.5 million albums.
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In 1998, Wolf started his own company called
The Producer’s Lab. Since then, he has written and
produced music for some of television’s biggest
shows, including: “America’s Next Top Model,”
“NCIS,” “The Good Wife,” “Static Shock” and
“Fox Sports.”

He also teaches a course called “Music, Media
and Culture” at the University of Southern Califor-
nia Thornton School of Music; it covers how music
related to different art forms and, of course, the
evolution of hip-hop.

“Being Jewish has been a deeply engrained part of
my life, my parents having escaped Nazi Germany,”
Wolf said. “Jewish culture has an emphasis on the
mystical music is how you connect with the divine.
I didn’t choose music, music chose me.”

WOode dow voppers

Drake is one of the biggest names in rap. But
there are other well-known Jewish performers, such
as Mac Miller, Asher Roth and Matisyahu, a former
Hasidic Jew whose music often involves religious
topics.

Much like Serch, Soul Khan (Noah Weston)
gained notoriety through battle rap. His name
became recognizable in Brooklyn and his YouTube
videos have hundreds of thousands of hits—the
lyrics are brutal.

In his battle with fellow rapper QP he said, “T saw
avideo of your son. I thought something didn’t look
right. You're the only one under the sun who your
son don’t look like.”

Khan started rapping as a hobby at 13 in the late

’90s. He was raised
in a secular Jewish

household in Los
Angeles but was both
bar mitzvahed and
confirmed. “Judaism
affects my outlook on
the world—certainly

my sense of humor,”
Khan said.

When he was a
child, his mother
would play Paul Robe-
son records, including

Courtesy of Soul Khan

songs sung in Yiddish,

Photo courtesy of Doron Lev

Doron Leyv, or “Ugly Braine,” born to Israeli parents,
started out as a drummer.

introducing the idea of crossing cultural boundaries
through music.

While he is an established member of the rap
community, Khan seems to feel like a guest.

“Hopefully it’s not appropriation on my part
because I always want to acknowledge the culture,”
he said. “I recognize that rap is an African Ameri-
canart form ...”

“Because the American Jewish experience started
as much more marginalized, it connected them to
other communities,” he added.

Today, Khan no longer battle raps, focusing on
his studio work. Since 2010, he has recorded seven
albums, including a few songs with Jewish refer-
ences, like his track “Minyan” on his album “Soul
Like Khan.”

“Rabbi Darkside,” born Samuel Sellers, got into
rap through *60s protest music, which he listened to
at Jewish summer camp.
Darkside transitioned to
rap as a teenager, thanks
to rap group Tribe
Called Quest’s “Can I
Kick It,” which used as
its background the rock
legend Lou Reed’s *70s
hit “Walk on the Wild
Side.”

In Buffalo, he was one
of the only Jews among
his friends, who gave
him his stage name. As
a teen, Darkside spent

Soul Khan, born Noah Weston, gained acclim through
battle rap but is known today for his studio work.
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Courtesy of Rabbi Darkside

Rabbi Darkside, born Samuel Sellers, spent his bar mitzvah money on a stereo so he could listen to music and

transcribe the lyrics.

his bar mitzvah money on a stereo record player. He
would listen to it and transcribe lyrics.

“I’m sure in my heart and my subconscious,
there is something in my writing influenced by my
upbringing,” Darkside said.

Very few of his songs have Jewish themes. From
time to time, his music comes with a political mes-
sage, like his song “Malala,” inspired by 19-year-old
female education activist Malala Yousafzai. The lyr-
ics include: “And on Pakistani buses and in schools
for every child, in the face of vitriol violence in place

of spiteful alliance, there is spiritual highness that
can transcend foes and faux.”

He also understands that his Judaism is, in a way,
inescapable. He has faced anti-Semitic slurs while
on tour in rural Czech Republic. He’s also seen it

in his other gig, as a professor at the New School in
New York. There he teaches “Hip-Hop Skills and
Science,” where students rap at the beginning of
every class. Recently, however, swastikas have been
drawn on the walls of his students’ dormitories, to

him a disturbing development unrelated to rap but
still hitting home.

“It’s become an interesting moment for me in
terms of my Jewish identity right now,” he says.

Doron Lev, or “Ugly Braine,” was born in Miami
to Israeli parents. His mother was Hassidic and
taught classes at Hillel before she passed away in
1998. His father lived on a secular kibbutz and cur-
rently owns his own auto shop.
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“My name was very strange, and I remember feel-
ing like an immigrant,” Lev recalls.

Lev was influenced by hip-hop in the fourth
grade, listening to Beastie Boys, Run DMC and
Will Smith’s “Parents Just Don’t Understand.” In
sixth grade, he started writing lyrics.

But his primary interest was being a drummer, not
only in hip-hop but jazz and salsa as well. He started
as a rapper while drumming for funk bands, freestyl-
ing between songs. Today, he still drums and raps.

Lev recorded the song “Take a Walk in the Desert”
with Rabbi Darkside and has performed at the
Suzanne Dellal Center for Dance and Theatre in Tel
Aviv. He is planning another trip this year to Israel,
where he hopes to help achieve peace through music.
He knows Palestinian rappers and hopes to collabo-
rate with them.

“I know one man can’t fix [the conflict], but I just
want to do my part,” Lev said.

His roommate is an Egyptian rapper. Their
fathers fought on opposite sides of the 1967 Six-Day
War—and adore their sons’ friendship.

In January, he released his album “Watching
Shadows,” featuring Rabbi Darkside.

“No matter how strict or tough my dad was as an
Israeli, he always had a sense of humor,” Lev said.
“It’s part of who we are. Rap music has that element
to it. It doesn’t always have to be funny, but, with

Jews, there is always some kind of entertainment
element.”
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AMID A FLOOD OF NEW [MMIBHANTS

Courtesy of Wikipedia

A rare color photo captured the street life of the Lower East Side in 1900.
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unting draped the impressive building in cel-

ebration of its opening day, Jan. 1, 1892. Two

years had passed since the doors were shut at
Castle Garden, an outmoded and overcrowded
facility in Lower Manhattan that had served for
more than 35 years as the gateway to America for
8 million immigrants.

Ellis Island in New York Harbor had been
selected as the site for the new immigration pro-
cessing center, a monumental, 3-floor structure,
operated by the federal government. Its central
“Great Hall,” where those who had landed waited
to be examined by health inspectors who cleared
their release, could accommodate several thou-
sand at any one time. The building also contained
dormitories, a dining hall and a railroad ticket
office. Commenting on the ephemeral nature
of its Georgia Pine construction (indeed, all the
structures on the Ellis Island campus burned
in 1897 and had to be replaced), The New York
Times declared: “Judging from the constant
and ever increasing invasion of foreign born to
these shores, the Old World will be drained of its
superfluous population before the building has
outlived its usefulness.”

For the Jews who had escaped the violent anti-
Semitism in Eastern Europe and Russia, it was
the culmination of a land and sea journey that
had taken more than two months. For years to
come, they would recount the story of the anxiety,
elation and hope they experienced on Ellis Island
to their sons and daughters. In their minds, these
few hours symbolized the passage from their old
life to their rebirth in “The Golden Land.”

At about the same time and in the same city,
another celebration was in the planning stages.
B’nai Brith’s Executive Committee was setting
the wheels in motion for its 50-year golden anni-
versary, to be observed during 1893. Fifty years
earlier, a group of young German Jewish men
recognized that their fellow immigrants needed
to understand the conventions of American life.
Meeting in a café on Manhattan’s East Side, they
formed B’nai Brith New York Lodge #1, a frater-
nity whose efforts were intended to provide sup-
port and education, and to improve conditions in
their own “Kleindeutschland” community.

Inspired by Judaism’s ethical values, “The
Order” would grow and spread beyond the neigh-
borhood, increasing the nature of its mission



as Jewish men joined the lodges, to become

an internationally recognized philanthropy,
honored in the United States, Europe and Asia.
Successful businessmen, merchants, physicians,
attorneys and clergy were among more than
30,000 B’nai B’rith members who built and
ran some of the first public libraries, orphan-
ages, hospitals and homes for the aged, and
who contributed to causes like disaster relief,
helping people of all faiths. Noting the public
pageantry typically displayed during the B'nai
B’rith conventions, a New York Times reporter
could rhetorically ask, “Where else could a for-
eign born group burst the bounds of a Ghetto,
[and] cross the tracks to parade up Fifth Avenue
in the bright afternoon sunshine?”
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TURNING THEIR ATTENTION TO NEWER ARRIVALS

Despite their half century of contributions to
improving the quality of life in the United States,
B’nai Brith’s assimilated and prosperous German
Jewish members had yet to turn their attention
to the new wave of immigrants, ever increasing
since 1880, who now suffered in the dank and
overcrowded tenements of a ghetto far from those
they had known in their homelands, and mere
blocks from their organization’s birthplace. As
assimilated Jews, Ben Brit (B'nai B’rith mem-
bers) had reason to fear the undermining of their
prestige and place in American life, which might
be threatened by the poverty, physical appearance
and religious customs of the new arrivals from
eastern Europe.

Over the course of a decade, two B'nai Brith
presidents would foster relationships between
B’nai Brith and the refugees from eastern
Europe, forging a lasting connection that
coincided with new and hands-on approaches to
improve their condition. Bringing B’nai B'rith
into the modern era, these activities would spur
both a revival of the organization and a rededica-
tion and restoration of its original, community-
based mission.

First elected in 1857, President Julius Bien
took a stand during the golden anniversary
year, urging lodge members to reach out to the
immigrants’ children, capable of adapting to,

The Great Hall on Ellis Island.

and participating in, American life and customs.
Transformed through “the Order” itself, they
would acquire skills needed to qualify as the
next generation of Ben Brit. Decrying the lack
of support for charities serving the immigrant,
Bien urged members: “It should be our aim to
elevate, teach and train them. Prejudices must
be overcome, time spent and energy expended.”
Looking back to the circumstances existing

in 1843, when B’nai B’rith was founded, the
president conveyed that the B'nai Brith frater-
nity would become the means to their success.
At the 50-year anniversary, Bien underscored his
message:

“The great number of refugees from the east of
Europe, with strange habits, primitive views and
bearing the marks of ... the oppressor, must be
transformed into citizens of orderly manners, cor-
rect conduct ... it must be impressed upon them
that liberty is not license, and that the safeguards
of society cannot be assailed with impunity. [As
in 1843], a similar work is before us, on a much
larger scale.”

Helping the new arrivals would improve the
situation for all American Jews, but B'nai Brith
did not make immediate and radical change.
That year, however, initiated a first: The organiza-
tion of Concordia lodge in downtown Manhat-
tan, made up not of German Jews but men who
were described as “Russian Hebrews, young men
of superior intelligence and good education who
have a full comprehension of the vast benefit
(from the association with B’nai Brith) which
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Courtesy the B'nai B'rith International Archives at the American Jewish Archives, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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B’nai B'rith’s uptown offices at Lexington Avenue and
58th Street.

must accrue to that class of our recent immi-
grants.” The lodge was in operation for more than
six years. One of its first projects was a recital of
Russian piano music for the residents of the B’nai
B’rith Home for the Aged in Yonkers.

Taking Bien’s sentiments to heart, B'nai Brith
members in two large cities launched educational
programs. The Chicago lodges set up a night
school where instructors taught female immi-
grants how to become dressmakers. By far, the
largest initiative was the highly successful B’nai
B'rith School for Manual Training in Philadel-
phia, opened in early 1895, whose enrollment
of 65 foreign-born students was immediately at
capacity; a waiting list of 400 accrued. A few
years later, the city lent its support to the school
as well.

THE NEW [ENTURY BRINGS [HANGES

When Bien retired in 1900, Texas-born Leo N.
Levi, a successful young attorney practicing in
New York, succeeded him as president. There, he
had become involved with the immigrant cause
during the late 1880s. After his election, he faced

another massive rise in the immigrant popula-
tion when thousands of Jews were forced to leave
Romania during a time of increased persecution.
In the United States, antipathy to their swelling
populace was on the rise.

Inspired by modern concepts of education,
self-help and social work, Levi looked beyond the
squalid streets and tenements, perceiving that “in
a few years we shall see on this continent ... Jewry
enriching the world with its virtues and its genius
... Immigrants of all nationalities and who are
now the backbone of American citizenship came
in practically the same conditions of financial
poverty as the majority of the immigrants now
come. Their constant ambition has been to be
worthy of the privileges they are enjoying—
regarding this land of opportunity as the prom-
ised land of the prophets.”

That year, Levi “set the stone moving ...” in
extending support to “the communities from the
threatened destruction of hate and religious intol-
erance ... Let the Order rise to the need of the
great emergency.” As lodge members throughout
the country procured jobs for more than 3,000
Romanian men, B’nai B'rith took the lead among
other Jewish organizations in moving them out
of the Lower East Side to areas throughout the
United States. “The B’nai Brith is to be congratu-
lated on finally entering a larger field of commu-
nal activity, a ... decided advance,” proclaimed
American Hebrew, which served as a means of
“interesting members beyond the confines of The
Order.” As a consequence, new lodges were form-
ing for the first time in several years.

B’nai B'rith’s New York Committee on Immi-
gration and Social Work next responded with a
plan for “betterment of conditions on the Lower
East Side” by establishing its presence there.
Opened in 1902, B’nai B'rith’s 106 Forsythe
Street headquarters was equipped with classrooms
for the teaching of English and vocational skills,
as well as a library and a social hall; an employ-
ment bureau was later in operation. Welcomed
as members of the new “Justice” and “Rumania”
lodges, men from the neighborhood met on the
third floor; three more immigrant lodges were
later formed. On Sundays, Levi divided his time



Courtesy of www.old-picture.com.

New arrivals were ferried from their ships to Ellis Island.

between B'nai Brith’s East 58th Street building
and the downtown offices.

Over the next years, B'nai Brith’s Committee
for Intellectual Advancement led services and
organized clubs at the de Hirsch Home for immi-
grant girls on 13th Street. Among other accom-
plishments of B'nai
B'rith was the procure-
ment of the services
of Dr. Von Mueller,
an eminent Austrian
orthopedic surgeon,
who operated pro bono
on poor Christian and
Jewish children living
on the Lower East Side
during one of his visits
to New York.

Behind the scenes,
leaders actively
campaigned to keep
the “golden door”
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open, rallying sup-
port from important
Jews and Christians
alike against restric-
tive legislation. After
Levi’s sudden death
in 1904, his successor,
elder statesman and
attorney Simon Wolf;
acted as B’nai B'rith’s
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Washington liaison,

fighting for the cause
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in his newspaper articles and as a witness before
Congress, and by extending free legal aid. Lodge
brothers served as volunteers at Ellis Island, where
they provided legal assistance to individuals and
reported on the center’s conditions. In 1915, B'nai
Brith’s leaders interceded with U.S. President
Woodrow Wilson to veto the proposed Burnett
Immigration Bill, whose stringent literacy test and
increased “head tax”—a mandatory fee imposed
on those arriving in the United States—was
intended to bar many from entering.

True to Bien’s and Levi’s visions, the contribu-
tions of the next generation of Jewish Americans
in the arts, humanities and sciences would immea-
surably enhance life. Their impact continues.
Those who participated as members of B'nai Brith
would transform the organization, paving the way
for the harder work and greater accomplishments
of the first half of the 20th century. @
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TOO MUCH

LIFE
INSURANCE?

You already know life insurance can help provide financial security for you and
your family. But you may have found the cost of insurance to be more than
you can pay...especially if the premiums keep increasing year after year.

Trendsetter® Super 10, 15, 20, and 30 from Transamerica Life Insurance Company can help.
They are competitively priced term life insurance policies which guarantee that the premiums
you pay will remain level for 10, 15, 20, or 30 years.

10-Year Level Premium Policies* 20-Year Level Premium Policies*

Issue Age $100,000 $250,000 $1,000,000 Issue Age $100,000 $250,000  $1,000,000
30 Male $101.00  $130.00  $320.00 30 Male $115.00 $167.50  $470.00
Female 96.00 117.50 270.00 Female 113.00 155.00 400.00
40 Male 117.00 157.50 410.00 40 Male 144.00 237.50 750.00
Female 109.00 142.50 370.00 Female 136.00 215.00 650.00
50 Male 190.00 297.50 970.00 50 Male 286.00 540.00 1,870.00
Female 169.00 275.00 850.00 Female 235.00 435.00 1,430.00

15-Year Level Premium Policies* 30-Year Level Premium Policies*

Issue Age $100,000 $250,000 $1,000,000 Issue Age $100,000 $250,000  $1,000,000
30 Male $112.00 $150.00 $ 390.00 30 Male $ 147.00 $242.50  $730.00
Female 109.00 132.50 330.00 Female 135.00 207.50 600.00
40 Male 127.00 205.00 630.00 40 Male 208.00 385.00 1,220.00
Female 123.00 187.50 540.00 Female 168.00 305.00 970.00
50 Male 238.00 445.00 1,480.00 50 Male 451.00 88750  3,010.00
Female 195.00 355.00 1,170.00 Female 364.00 702.50  2,300.00

Note: Older ages available, call for rates
*Annual premiums shown are for preferred plus nonsmoker class. Equivalent premiums are available for other underwriting
classes, ages, face amounts and payment modes.

Trendsetter® Super 10 (Form No. 1-306 11-107), Trendsetter® Super 15 (Form No. 1-305 11-107), Trendsetter® Super 20 (Form No. 1-304
11-107), Trendsetter® Super 30 (Form No. 1-334 11-107) are term life insurance policies issued by Transamerica Life Insurance Company,
Cedar Rapids, IA 52499. Premiums increase annually starting in in year 11 for the 10-year policy, in year 16 for the 15-year policy, in year 21
for the 20-year policy, and in year 31 for the 30-year policy. Policy forms and numbers may vary and these policies may not be available in
all jurisdictions. Insurance eligibility and premiums are subject to underwriting. In most states, in the event of suicide during the first two
policy years, death benefits are limited only to the return of premiums paid.

Call the Leibowitz Group TOLL FREE for a no obligation quote.**

The Leibowitz Group is a General Agency for Transamerica Life Insurance Company.
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TELEPHONE Transamerica Life Insurance Company

FLD 327 0712



B’nai B’rith Cuba Mission and the
Miracle of Chanukah

By Sienna Girgenti

hy do we light
g K / a candle for
each night of

Chanukah? As Hillel once
said, ’'ma’alin b’kodesh, to
increase the sacred: Every act
we perform should increase
holiness in the world. We add
a candle each night to bring
more and more light into our
communities and into our
consciousness. Each year, the
B’nai B’rith Cuban Jewish
Relief Project endeavors to
achieve just that, leading mis-
sions of B’nai B’rith members
and friends to expand our
collective Jewish consciousness
to embrace even the smallest of
Jewish communities in Cuba.
During the week of Cha-
nukah, the project led its final
mission of the 2016 calendar
year. With B'nai Brith Presi-
dent Gary P. Saltzman mak-
ing his first such journey, the
group of 18 from across the

<4

B’nai B’rith International President Gary P. Saltzman and Adela
Dworin, president of the Jewish community of Cuba, at the

Patronato community center.

United States visited seven dif-
ferent communities between
Havana and the central prov-
inces of Cuba. Saltzman’s was

the second visit by a sitting
B’nai B'rith president to Cuba
in as many years.

The group began its
journey on the second night
of Chanukah, attending the
holiday party at the Patro-
nato community center
in Havana. Hundreds of
congregants gathered in the

Lodges
Senior Housing

sanctuary, along with visitors
from groups like our own,
to share in candle lighting,
prayers and presentations by
the youth group, rikudim
(Israeli folk dance) troupes
and the choir.

“The Chanukah party was
a wonderful exposition of
the congregation’s strength,”
Saltzman recalled. “It was
an impressive way to kick off
our week-long mission.”

Overflowing with hun-
dreds of pounds of dona-
tions, the mission distributed
medicines, medical devices,
clothing and other needed
items throughout the week.
Many of the items brought to
Cuba on B’nai Brith mis-
sions are simply inaccessible
on the island. Families may
search in vain for months to
acquire certain basic neces-
sities. This mission had the

continued on page 33
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B'NAI B'RITH TODAY

B’nai Brith’s Lodge-ess
Across the Nation

By Sam Seifman

Connie Pierce and Stephanie Lewis volunteer at a Veterans Affair hospital for the Achim/Gate City Lodge Pinch Hitter program.

of Jewish guys who

realized they had
Christmas off and nothing to
celebrate, so they decided to do
something useful,” said Achim/
Gate City Lodge Financial
Secretary Harry Lutz, describ-
ing the beginnings of the Pinch
Hitter Program in Atlanta.

It started with just 18 volun-
teers working at one hospital.
Today, every Christmas,
200-250 volunteers staff three
hospitals and six assisted living
facilities in the area.

CC It was just a bunch
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The lodge, which has 90
members, also participates
in other community service
programs like “Unto Every
Person There Is a Name,” in
which participants read the
names of Holocaust victims,
and “B’nai B'rith Cares for
Kids,” in which toys are col-
lected and given to hospitals,
police departments and fire
departments to distribute to
sick children or children facing
a trauma.

“We have a unique group of
people keeping this lodge alive.

I'm committed to it as long as
we've got people willing to do
it,” said lodge President Karen
Kahn Weinberg,

Achim lodge isn’t the only
one. All over the country, B’nai
B'rith lodges are dedicated to
strengthening their communi-
ties through service.

Justice Unit #5207 in Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., is a differ-
ent breed. Its 150 members
comprise practicing attorneys,
judges and legal support and
vendors. Members offer semi-
nars on social justice, give legal

aid to the community, provide
backpacks and school supplies
for Family Central Inc., an
early learning training center,
and fund scholarships to Nova
Southeastern University.

“When you involve lawyers
and judges and you get the
plaintiff and defense bar to
come together, both promot-
ing tikkun olam, you end up
with a lot of people willing
to help,” says lodge President
Scott Knapp.

It also joins with the B’nai
B'rith Young Leadership Net-

Continued on page 32
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Maintaining a Vibrant Community:
B'nai Brith’s Senior Housing

By Rachel Chasin

Conference participants touring Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers.

€ € Y ¢s not just housing,
Iit’s a vibrant com-
munity that were a
part of ,” said Janel Doughten,
B’nai Brith International asso-
ciate director of the Center
for Senior Services, describing
the B’nai B’rith Conference on
Senior Housing,.

For more than 35 years, the
B’nai Brith International’s
Center for Senior Services
has convened a conference on
managing the organization’s
senior housing facilities. Last
year was no exception, as
housing management profes-
sionals and members of the
facilities’ board of directors

gathered in Houston for three
days in November.

Attendees took part in
workshops and panels and
learned from their peers what
it takes to run a senior resi-
dence efficiently.

B’nai Brith launched its
senior housing program in
1968. In September 1971,
in partnership with the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD),
B’nai B'rith opened its first
low-income senior housing
facility in Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
Now the B’nai B'rith Senior
Housing Network comprises
38 buildings in 28 com-

munities across the United
States and serves more than
8,000 people. These housing
communities are open to any
senior, regardless of religion,
race or sexual orientation.

The conference included a
panel on “Assessing the Effec-
tiveness of Management and
the Board of Directors,” mod-
erated by Mark D. Olshan,
director of the B’nai B'rith
Center for Senior Services.
Other sessions were devoted to
the 2016 presidential election
and the future of affordable
housing. In addition, Nancy
Mcllhaney, director of compli-
ance for the Austin-based

Southwest Housing Compli-
ance Corp., briefed managers
on how to comply with HUD
regulations.

Participants also toured two
Houston-area B’nai Brith-
sponsored housing properties,
Pasadena Interfaith Manor
and Goldberg B’nai B'rith
Towers. This allowed board
directors and housing manage-
ment staff to see how different
buildings are run. Attendees
interacted with residents and
toured some of the apart-
ments.

At Pasadena Interfaith
Manor, residents are allowed
to have pets in their apart-

Continued on page 33
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Lodges

(continued from page 30)

Stacy Lewin and Sarah Lewin working in the kitchen for the Achim/Gate City Lodge Pinch Hitter program in Atlanta.
reasons. Rich Hollander, his

interim replacement, can’t wait

work, Jewish fraternity Alpha
Epsilon Pi (AEPi) and the
Heroes to Heroes Foundation
to send soldiers suffering from
post traumatic stress disorder
to Israel for spiritual healing.
Members recently attended

a Marlins game with foster
children from Jewish Adoption
and Foster Care Options.

The Isador Garsek Lodge in
Dallas/Fort Worth, founded
in 1876, boasts 85 members.
Harry Kahn, a man who
survived Kristallnacht and the
Holocaust, recently resigned

the presidency for health

32 SPRING 2017

for his return.

“I let him know that, for
me, this is a temporary gig,”
he said.

From Jan. 8 to March 2, the
lodge helped host an exhibit,
“Chasing Dreams: Baseball
and Becoming American.”
The exhibit, curated by the
National Museum of American
Jewish History, in Philadel-
phia, has toured the nation
and been seen by thousands
of visitors. At the opening gala
for the exhibit at Congrega-

tion Ahavath Sholom, in
Fort Worth, Tex., the lodge
provided hot dogs, peanuts,
knishes, pastrami sliders and
American pies.

“We're Jews, so we got to
eat,” Hollander joked.

This Christmas, the lodge
held a “Beautiful Feast” where
it fed 300 needy people. Much
as with the Achim/Gate City
Lodge, it was also a way to help
Christian communities on
their day off. The lodge pro-
vided food and delivered 121
gift bags. For children, the bags

contained toys, and for adults,

the bags contained necessary
toiletries.

In addition to their Christ-
mas dinner, volunteers help
provide Thanksgiving and
Passover meals to seniors, in
conjunction with Mollie &
Max Barnett Apartments/
Tarrant County B’nai B'rith
Apartments. The residence is
part the B’nai B'rith Senior
Housing Network, which
consists of 38 buildings in 28
communities. The network
includes more than 4,000
apartment units and serves
more than 8,000 people.
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Goldberg B’nai B’rith Towers board member Deeanne Rosenberg

and Goldberg B’nai B'rith Towers Manager Angie Futch welcome the
conference attendees to the Murder Mystery Dinner and Entertain-

ment at Goldberg Towers.

ments. However, manage-
ment can limit the number,
size and type. Conference

attendees learned how Pasade-

na’s on-site staff worked with
its board of directors to raise

money to buy dog strollers for

its residents. Now, residents
don’t have to walk their halls
worrying that a loose dog
might bite them. Those less
mobile are finding it easier to
use strollers for their dogs, as
it provides them with more
stability walking down halls.
The use of these strollers

also eliminated dog-related

Cuba. . .continued from page 29

accidents. While the use of
a dog walking stroller isn’t
required, most residents have
taken advantage of it.
Doughten said she enjoys
helping make a difference in
residents’ lives.
“The residents are the most
important thing, and we
all have the same ultimate
goal—how do we make this
work for [the residents], how
do we keep them living inde-
pendently and living longer
independently?” Doughten
said. “That’s why I do every-
thing I do, because of them.”®

opportunity to deliver a
much needed wheelchair
to 92 year-old Dr. Zoila
Camps.

“The importance of this
project is evidenced not
only by those individu-
als whose lives we touch,”
Saltzman said. “The critical
support of B'nai B'rith and
our missions serves also to
illuminate their conviction.
The survival of the Jewish
community in Cuba is a
testament to their passion
and resolve.”

B’nai B'rith’s objectives
include connecting Cuban
Jews to the greater Dias-
pora to strengthen global
partnerships and empower
future generations. Daisy
Bernal, president of the

Javaia Jewish community in

Sancti Spiritus, was moved

by the group’s visit.

“Our community works
day by day to preserve our
roots so that our youth
commit themselves to the
future of Judaism in Cuba,”
Bernal said. “For us, the
true miracle of Chanukah
is to have your group visit
our community. We receive
very few visitors. The most
recent group to visit us in
Sancti Spiritus was your
own last Chanukah.” She
humbly thanked Saltzman
and the delegation for trav-
eling the two hours by bus
to spend the afternoon with
her community.

Everyone knows the story
of the miracle that is the
sum and substance of Cha-
nukah: the miracle of the
small cruse of pure oil that
should have been enough

only for one day but instead
burned for eight. Fewer
know of the great miracle
that is the strength and con-
tinuity of the Jewish com-
munity of Cuba. Despite the
odds, the small but pas-
sionate Jewish community
continues to flourish.@

3 ; L
B'nai B'rith International President Gary P. Saltzman (back, cen-
ter) and the rest of the B'nai B'rith mission to Cuba.

For more information
on the B 'nai Brith
Cuban Jewish Relief
Project or our missions,
please visit our website
at: www.bnaibrith.org/

cuba-relief.
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Be a Part of the B'nai B'rith

Tree of Life

Planting Roots at the B'nai Brith World Headquarters

n honor of those who have shaped our past and continue
Ito define our future, B'nai Brith International is pleased
to announce the installation of the B'nai B'rith Tree of Life

at our world headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Our Tree of Life, located in the foyer of our headquarters,
greets visitors upon their arrival and creates a beautiful
and symbolic visualization of our founding and our future.
There are leaves and trunk spaces still available to recognize
your loved ones.

We invite you to be a part of this enduring tribute.
Sections of our growing tree can be dedicated in honor
of you or your family, in loving memory of someone
who has passed, or in honor of those who have given to
the legacy of B'nai B'rith International. These generous
acknowledgments will publicly commemorate our critical
work and our vital supporters.

Each gift becomes a permanent part of Bnai Brith’s rich
history, and with your support B'nai B'rith will continue
to fulfill our acclaimed and distinguished mission as we
approach our 175th anniversary.

THE CATEGORIES OF SUPPORT INCLUDE:

TREE TRUNK: $7,500

Gifts of $7,500 will be prominently recognized on the
trunk of the tree, which includes six lines of customized
engraving.

GOLD LEAF: $3,600
Gifts of $3,600 will be recognized on a gold leaf, which
includes four lines of customized engraving.

SILVER LEAF: $1,800

Gifts of $1,800 will be recognized on a silver leaf,
which includes two lines of customized engraving.

BRONZE LEAF: $1,000

Gifts of $1,000 will be recognized on a bronze leaf,
which can include the name of an individual or family.

To join with others and be part of this lasting legacy, please visit
www.bnaibrith.org/treeoflife or call 800-573-9075
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For Shel Marcus, A Lifetime of Service

By Sam Seifman

CC or almost 50 years,
F my life has been
about public ser-
vice,” said B’nai Brith Senior
Vice President Shel Marcus.

Marcus has always been will-
ing to serve in various ways in
the community. He has served
on school boards, chambers of
commerce and ran twice for
state representative from his
hometown of Morton Grove,
IL., a northern Chicago suburb,
in 1986 and 1988. Later, he
was elected village trustee of
his community. He was also
the president of the Northwest
Suburban Congregation.

Growing up on the west
side of Chicago, Marcus had
a religious upbringing and
remembers giving his bar
mitzvah speech in both Yiddish
and English.

“My grandfather was beam-
ing,” he recalls.

His father, Sam, worked in
the wine business as a sales-
man for Cimino’s Liquors. His
mother, Sally, was a home-
maker and later worked as a
secretary for the State of Illinois
in the industrial commission.

After attending the Univer-
sity of Illinois and Roosevelt
University, Marcus got a posi-
tion selling advertising for the
Chicago Tribune. This led to
a job as advertising manager
for the Anvan Construction
Corporation.

Eventually, in 1972, he
opened up his own advertising,

public relations and association
management firm called Origi-
nal Concepts. One of its top
clients was the American Equil-
ibration Society, an association
of dental professionals. That
enabled him to travel globally,
to places like Japan, Holland,
Greece and England.

“It gave me incredible
insight into the world and into
people,” Marcus said.

He married his wife, Carole,
in 1961. Their marriage led to
their move from Chicago to
Morton Grove. She passed away
17 years ago from cancer. Mar-
cus also has a daughter, Elisa, a
son, Michael, daughter-in-law
Julie and two grandchildren.

“I like to lead by example,”
Marcus said, and this is espe-
cially true when he discusses
his children.

When Michael was young,
he wondered why his father
worked so hard for B’nai B'rith
without any compensation.
But today, Marcus sees his son
volunteering at his children’s
school events and is happy to
see that his own values of ser-
vice rubbed off on him in such
a positive way.

Even today, Marcus still
serves as a B’nai B’rith senior
vice president, working with
active B’nai B’rith communi-
ties across the United States.

“People don’t realize our
commitment to the organiza-
tion; it’s totally from the heart,”
Marcus said.

B’nai B’rith Senior Vice President Shel Marcus, founder of the
advertising, public relations and association management firm
Original Concepts, has lived a life dedicated to service.

“My involvement in B’nai
B'rith International has been
an eye opener, as I learned
about the issues facing the
Jewish people around the
world,” Marcus said. “It’s an
organization where the issues
do not just focus on today but
tomorrow.”

Marcus has generously
included B’nai B’rith as a
beneficiary in his will, thus
enrolling him as a member of
the organization’s esteemed
1843 Society.

“Mr. Marcus is one of those
people who inspires others with

everything he does. He takes

his precious time and energy
and devotes them to causes that
truly make a difference in this
world, and he does this all with
a contagious, friendly smile,”
said Ben Simkovich, assistant
director of planned giving for
B’nai Brith. “When he notified
us of his intent to join The 1843
Society by designating B'nai
B'rith as a beneficiary in a will,
it was no surprise and perfectly
aligned with his passion to make
a lasting positive impact on the
Jewish world, while inspiring
others to do so as well.”

For more information about supporting Bnai B'rith through an endowment fund, bequest (tax ID# 53-0257218),
charitable gift annuity or other planned gift, please contact the Planned Giving Department by mail at 1120 20th St., NW,
Suite 300 North, Washington, DC 20036; by phone ar 800-656-5561; or by e-mail at plannedgiving@bnaibrith.org.
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843 Y'S

“My Time Here
Has Mattered”

’nai B’rith International

will serve the Jewish

community for years
to come, due in large part to
the generosity of those who
believe that Jewish continuity
is of the utmost importance as
they enrich the world today and
make a difference for tomorrow.

The following individuals

are members of the 1843
Society of B’nai B'rith. They
have made legacy gifts to the
B’nai B’rith Foundation of the
United States. On behalf of
B’nai B’rith International, my
heartfelt thanks to all of those
listed for their commitment to
a strong Jewish future.

Sincerely,

Gt

Gary P. Saltzman

President, Bnai Brith International

*May their memories be for a blessing.

The Planned Giving Department strives to keep
our lists as accurate as possible. Please let us know
of any corrections at 800-656-5561 or
plannedgiving@bnaibrith.org.

Lester Abeloff*

David* and Hilde Abraham
Saul and Rae Adelman
Irving Adler

Morris Adler*

Minette Alpern*

Arnold and Andrea Alpert
Joseph and Debora Alstater®
Harry and Ruth* Altschuler
Jackie H. Alvy
ANONYMOUS

Natalie Anger

Anne Atlas

Hannah L. Aurbach
Danielle Avidan

Jacob Axelrod*

Paul L. Backman

Sheldon Badzin

Max* and Gertrude Baer
Tommy P. Baer

Marvin K. Bailin

Joey and Millie Baker
Walter Bakovsky*

Leslie and Frances M. Balter*
J. Leiter Bamberger

Richard F. Barak

Lewis and Lauri Barbanel
Charles and Ruth Barbash*
Seymour Bard

Louis H. Barnett

Gerald M. Barsha

Rebecca Saltzman Barsheshet
Ira A. Bartfield

Solomon Bass

Gerald J. Batt

Max and Elaine Baverman*
Joel Beck

Henry and May Becker

Sol D. Becker*

Benjamin Bendat*

Gilbert and Lynne Benjamin
Howard and Dorothy Berger
Joseph* and Gertrude Berger
Erna Berid*

Sally Berkove*

Lillian Berlinger*

Herman Berman*

Ray Berman*

Bert* and Alice Bernd
Bradley Bernstein

Rubin Binder*

Rose Bisno*

David L. Bittker®

Burt Black*

Robert Blake*

Betsy Blake-Thrasher
Shirley Blank*

ANONYMOUS

Ethel Blitzstein*
ANONYMOUS

Paul R. Bloomberg
James R. Blumberg*
Bert Bornblum

Floyd A. Bornstein
Donald and Sally Braman*
Irvin Bregman*

Seymour and Ruth Brick*
Audrey Y. Brooks

Lou and Natalie Brott*
Aaron and Belle Brown*
Alvin I. Brown*

Alvin Brown

Bernard Sam Brown*
Bert Brown*

Alfred Brownstein*
Richard J. Brownstein*
Irving Brucker®

Irwin Burack*

Sam Burnes

George Bursak*

Felice F. Caspar

Myra Canelli

Rea Chaban*

Herman Chadacoff*
Ronald B. Chaffin

Philip Chanen

Robert A. Christenstein
Bret Cipes*

Sidney M. Clearfield
Sidney H.* and Rose Closter
Milton J. and Molly Cobert*
Alex Cohen*

Sheldon S. Cohen

Anne Cohn

Stanley Coira

Miriam Rosenblatt Comenetz
Alice Confortes*

Kathryn Cooper

Ned Cooper*

David Coplan*

Steven B. Crystal

Joseph Daniels

Harold Davis

Murray Davis*

Sylvia B. Denbo*

Rhoda Denney

Bernard Derow™

Hannah Deutch

Henry X. and Shirley Dietch*
Renee Dobshutz*

Harlan G. Dolgin

Al Dolin*

Joseph H. Domberger®
Ralph H. and Bertha Dorn*
Barbara Douglas

Alina Dovin*

Donal Dreifus*

Samuel Drogy

Jack and Miriam Dubit*
Rose Dubrow*

Abe Dubrowsky

Alan Dworkin*

Michael L. Easley

Kurt Easton*

Betty Edelman

Edith Eichenbaum

David and Belle Eiten*
Robert H. Elkes*
Jacob Epstein
Michael J. Epstein
Sidney Faber*
Melvin Farber®
Joel D. Fedder
Stanley M. Feldman
Russell G. Feran
Gertrude Fertig*
Jules and Lillian Fields
Harold M. Fienberg
Herman Fineberg*
Cecil Finegold*

E. David First
Susan Fischel
Helen Fisherman
Jacob Fishkin

Jack Fleischer*®
Jenny Flink*
Jerome G.* and Marlene Z. Franklin
Julius Freilich*

Edward I. Fried

Bernard L. Friedman

Harriet Friedman

Norbert Friedman

Hanlin A. Fritz

Fred B. Fruchthendler

Frieda Furman*

Sam Furshpan*

David and Penelope Gallo
Stanley Ganer

David Garrick*

Priscilla Gelber*

Shirley C. Geller

Herta Gertler®

Barney Gertner*®

Aaron Gilman

Alfred Ginepra*

Al and Betty Gitelman

Marvin Glyder

Yale* and Pauline Goldberg
Billy and Rosalie Goldberg*
Kurt* and Margarete Goldberger
Alfred Golden*

Max Goldfield*

Stuart I. Goldman

David C. Goldstein

Fannie Goldstein

Irene Saunders Goldstein

Henry Good*

Joseph Goodfriend*

Mal* and Beatrice Goodman
Matilda Goodman*

Lillian Gorodess

Siegard and Roslyn* Gottlieb
Robert E. and Bette S. Green
Leonard Greenberg*

Sue Greenberg*

Sylvia Greenberg

Eli Greenblatt

Milton H. Greenfield

William Greenfield*

Mae Greenhut*

Aaron Grossman*

Edmund and Arlene* Grossman
Leo and Rosalind Grossman*
Cy Gruberg

Doris Siegel Halper

Joan Halpern®

Abby Halpert*

R. A. Hankin*

Emile Harrosh

Michelle Hartman

Daniel Heckelman

Richard D. and Phyllis G. Heideman
Florence Heimlich*



Al and Miriam Herman*
Marty Herman

Stephen Hersh

Erwin and Corrine Hesser*
Ralph and Magdalena Heymann
Harvey and Terry Hieken
Pearl Hill

Jack and Betty Hoffenberg*
Emily P. Hoffman

Henrietta Hoffman

Irvin Hoffman*

Ricardo Holzer

David Hoppenstein*®

Richard and Nancy Horowitz
Nathan and Ruth Horwitz*
Steven Horowitz

Rose Hourwitz

Jack Howards

Gertrude Hulbert

Anna Huscher*

Simon and Dorothy Indenbaum
Barbara D. Isaacson

Allan J. Jacobs

Jules Jacobsen*

llse Jacobson*

David and Sheri Jaffa

Harold S. and Ellen Jaffa*
Melvin Janowitz

Katie Jordan*
ANONYMOUS

Rick Kahn

Ruth Kahn*

Sylvia Kamen

Philip Kaminer*
Beverly Kanfer*
Aaron and Selma Kaplan
Abe Kaplan*

Edward H. Kaplan
Harry* and Muriel Kaplan
Elliot C. Kaplan

Leo Kaplan

Nathan Karchmer*
Michael B. Kates

Blanche C. Katz

Edward Katz

Charles 0. Kaufman

Saul Kaufman

Myron Kaufmann*

Saul Kay

Zoltan Kellner*

Frances Kemp*

Greta Kende*

Philip and Essie Kershner
Harold Kleid*

Harris Klein

Harold J.* and Vivian Klein
Howard and Rosalind Klein
Wellington Kohl*

Stewart L.* and Estelle Kohn
Clifford and Selma Komins
A. George Koplow*

Reti Kornfeld*

Herman Kosovitz*

Gerald and Adele Kraft
Sidney Krakower*

Anita Kramer

Phillip Kraus*

A. ). Kravtin

Myer S. Kripke*

Harvey E. Kronick

Lillian N. Kronstadt
William Krugman

Hannah Krumholz

Moe and Bertha Kudler®
Irving Kumin*

Norma Kurtz

Theresa Lackenbach
Richard Landau

Ted Landau

Myrna S. Lane

*

*

Walter B. LaRaus
Richard and Audrey* Lasday
Reta Lasky*

Walter Lasky

Frank Lauer*

Burton Lazarow

Andrew Lebwohl*

Ruth Leder*

Debra Leeds

Seymour Leslie*

Edward Lesok

Alan L. Lessack

Curt M. and Lillian Levi*
Herbert Levi*

Kurt Levi*

Theodore Levi

Bernard Levicoff

Joseph Y. Levin*

Jules Levin

Stanley M. Levin

Marcia Levinsohn

Harry Levitch*

Martin A. Levitin

Jack E. Levitt

Charles Levy

Hyam A. and Ida L. Libby*
Ira Lipman

Sanford William Lipson*
Donald Lisner

Aaron Liverant

Helen Galland Loewus*
Ray Lourie*

Ben Lubel *

Alan Ludwig*®

Pamela Lynch

Edmund Lynn

Lester Macktez*

Roman Mager*

Morton M. Malis*

Jeffrey H. Mandel

Jerome B. and Lillian Mann
ANONYMOUS

Shel Marcus

Eugene Margolis*
Gertrude Margolis
Harriet Margolis

Wayne A. Martin

Rebecca J. Max

Paul May*

Beatrice Mayer

Josephine McQueen
Wayne Meisels

Eva Mela*

Thomas Melvin*

Oscar Merber*®

Allen Meyer*

Rita Meyer

William* and Frances Meyer
Norman Michlin*

Ruth Mikola

Bob Miller

Harold Miller

Jerrald Miller

Mitchell W. and Shirley Miller
Samuel Miller®

Tillie Millman*

Rhoda Minowitz

Esther Molat*

Stanley and Grace Morgenstein
Steven H. Morrison

Harry and Ann* Moskowitz
Lena Moszkowski*

Alfred Muchin

Irving H. Myers*

Ken and Ruth Nathanson
Anita Nelkin*

Etta Nemser*

Sylvia G. Neuman

Daniel Nidess*

Leo J. and Sylvia* Novarr
Warner Bein Oberndoerfer

Lee Offutt

Mark D. Olshan

Jack and Rose Orloff*
Alexander T. and Harriet Ornstein*
Louis Osofsky

Shirley Partoll

S. Bruce Pascal

Fred Pasternack
Michael S. Paul
Meyer Pearlman®
Murray Pell

Oscar Peretz*
Peter A. Perlman
Rose Perlman*
Murray Pfeffer*
Bernard and Judith Platt
Edwin and Frieda Podell*
Munio Podhorzer
Laurence Poisner
Ruth Polen*
Raymond Pollack
Robert Pollack*
Morris Polsky*
Sidney Possner®
Bernard Potts*
Marian Rahm*

Jack Rapoport

Jack L. Rappoport
ANONYMOUS

Milton Recht*

Elaine Rees

Seymour D. Reich
Richard B. Reinman
Milton* and Annette Reiter
Ruth Resnikoff
Harold Richards*

Eli Robins

Roberta Robins
Richard Rogow
Sharon Metro Roll
Harriett A. Rose

Dave Roseman
Roselle Roseman*
Frank Rosen

Fred Rosenau*

Rose Rosenbaum*

Solomon and Gertrude Rosenbaum*

Gertrude Rosenbluth*
Robert Rosenfield*
Carter M. Rosenthal
Martin Rosenthal
Elinor Ross

Harvey Roth

Max Roth*

Melvin Roth
Nathaniel H. Roth
Sheila Roth

Sophie Rothberg*
Howard E. Rothman
Sharen Rozen*
Harold Rubin

Terry Rubin*
Norman Rubinstein*
Stephen D. Rudman*
Charlene Russo
James Rutlader
Israel Sack*

Lilly Salcman
Charles Saltzman*
Gary P. Saltzman
Mollie Samson*
William and Lillian Sandler
Alexander C. Sands
Sue Saperstein
Henry J. Satsky*
Jack Sayre

Sophie Schall*
Seymour L. Scharf
Abe Schein*

lIse Schiff*

Jack and Isabel Schiff*

Kent E. Schiner

Ariane Schlomy

Eugene Schneck

George Schneider®

Morton M.* and Mary Schneider
Sidney* and Mary P. Schochet
Marna Schoen

Meryl Schorr

Arthur C. Schott

Zelig Schrager

Harvey J. Schramm

A. Harvey Schreter*

Sidney Schulman

Lila Schultz

Marilyn Schultz

Dave Schumann

Carl and Lillian Schustak*
Jonathan and Roberta Schwartz
Sidney and Marrian Schwartz*
Barbara Schwartz

Hugh Schwartzberg

Bernard Schwarz

Samuel Schweid*

Jacob Scovronek

Peter Seadle

Jerry Seigel*

Dorothy Selik*

Harry Shafer®

Louis Shane*

Bernard Shapiro*

Faye Shapiro*

Sherman E. and Rita Shapiro*
Sylvia Shapiro

Florence Sharenow*

Harry Shechtman*

Edythe Sheinbaum

Gerald M. and Reva Sherman
Samuel Sherwood*

Harold Shulman

Sherwood Shulman*

Bernard Shultz*

Max Shustek*

Murray H. Shusterman*
Henry Sians*

Norman and Helen* Sider
Irving Siegel

Moses Siegel*

Otmar and Natasha Silberstein
Irving and Frances Silver
Jules* and Lucy Silver
Abraham Simcovitz*

Sylvia Simmons*

Bernard* and Dorothy Simon
Edward and Sylvia Simon
Helen Simon*

Horace Simon*

Kurt and Tessye Simon*
Rosaline Simon*

Sidney and Elaine Simon
Walter E. Simon

Alvin Singer

Edward Singer*

Philip Siragher*

Alvin L. Sitomer*

Trudy Sivick

Arnold C. Small

Steven Smiga

Emanuel and Zelda Smith
Milton and Helen Smith*
Moishe Smith

William Snyder*

Phyllis Solof

Al Solomon*

Norman M. Some

Harold B. and Diane* Sparr
Benjamin Spector®

Robert A. Speert

Leonard B. Spiegel

Jack J. and Charlotte Spitzer*

Robert B. Spitzer

Larry Stahl

Jorge Stainfeld

Betty Starkman

Deborah Stein

Walter and Katie Stein*
Harold I. Steinberg
Norman Steinberg

Sidney and Jeanne Steinberg
Joseph Sterling®

Horace A. Stern*

Joseph* and Rosamond Stern
Julius and Elinore Stern*
Lynn Leb Stern*

Martin Sternstein

Judith Stevens*

Evelyn Stieber-Bernstein®
Michael R. Stoler

Sam and Elaine Stone*
Gerd Strauss*

Murray Sudakow™

Frieda Susskind™

Hilda Sussman*

Charles Swartz*

Charles Synes*
ANONYMOUS

David and Elizabeth Tannenbaum
Dan Tartakovski

Arthur Taub
ANONYMOUS

Daniel* and Hadassah Thursz
Nancy Tobin

Hannah Traube*

Irma Turetsky*

Leslie H. Tye

Anne Umansky

Hannah Unger*

Carl M. and Rose Valen
Florence A. Wallis

Mark Wancket

Harold L. Warren

Arnold Wasserman
ANONYMOUS

Edward D. Weberman
Joseph Wechsler

Marilyn Weigen

M. Sanford Weil*

Herbert Weinberg

Arthur Weinberger®

Jacob Weinberger

Josef and Bernice Weinstein
Phyllis Weinstein

Harvey and Lucille* Weisberg
Burton and Sylvia Weisfeld
Gisele Weisman*

Joseph* and Helen Weisman
Elias Weiss*

Lillian Weiss*

Morton Weiss

Richard Weiss*

Edythe Weitzman

Gerald Westheimer
Dorothy Whitman

Robert Wiener*

Stephen Wiener

Joyce L. Winfield

Al E. Witten

Irwin Wolfe*

Samuel Wolfe*

Hans Wolff*

Thomas Wolff

Frances Yasney

Abraham Yormack*
Jerome L. Yudkoff

Lowell Zeleznick*

Philip and Rose Ziffer



B'nai B'rith

Insurance Program

Administered by:

SelmanCo

B’NAI B'RITH INSURANCE PROGRAM

At B’nai B’rith, we strive to

serve the people that make
us the organization that we
are today. Real people, like
you, in need of cost-effective
medical care and affordable
insurance products.

Committed to our
supporters and friends.

Plans offered through the B’nai B’rith Program include:

- Emergency Assistance Plus’
> Auto & Home Insurance?
> Medicare Supplement??
Medicare Part D%
- Long Term Care
Term Life®

We are confident that we have an insurance plan for you that will help you feel secure, and provide you
with the peace of mind that comes only when you know you are covered, even if the unexpected should
occur. To learn more about each plan’s features, costs, eligibility, renewability, limitations and exclusions,
please contact Selman & Company, the Administrator for the B’nai B'rith Insurance Program, toll-free at
1.800.723.BNAI (2624) or visit us online at bnaibrith.org/insurance-programs.

The policies or provisions may vary or be unavailable in some states. The policies have exclusions and limitations which may affect any benefits
payable. 'EA+ is not an insurance product. It is a travel assistance plan.?Coverage provided and underwritten by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company
and its affiliates, 175 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA. In TX: Coverage provided by Liberty Mutual County Insurance Company. CA Department of In-
surance license number: 0F52987. Liberty Mutual is an Equal Housing Insurer. © 2014 Liberty Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved.
% Underwritten by Transamerica Life Insurance Company, Cedar Rapids, IA 52499 or Transamerica Premier Life Insurance Company, Cedar Rap-
ids, IA 52499. Underwritten for NY Residents by Transamerica Financial Life Insurance Company, Harrison, NY 10577, Transamerica Companies.
®Underwritten by Transamerica Premier Life Insurance Company, Cedar Rapids, |A 52499, a Transamerica Company.

B’NAI B’RITH INSURANCE PROGRAM | 1.800.723.BNAI (2624)

26096138 0615AP
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correcr| LAW

One community. One mission.
Justice for all.

LEARN MORE ABOUT US:
www.bc.edu/law
bclawadm@bc.edu

617.552.4340

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

EXCELLENCE in Action
College of

Education, Health, and Human Services
Kent, OH

For program information please call
(330) 672-2202
or access our website at
www.kent.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Shalom! Best wishes to our many Jewish friends.

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS

Tucson, AZ

For general information please call:
(520) 621-1778
For box office and performance information:

(520) 621-3363

or visit our website at
www.cfa.arizona.edu

We are committed to a diverse student body.

THE UNIVERSITY
. OF ARIZONA.

Shalom! And best wishes to our many Jewish friends

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY,
LONG BEACH
COLLEGE OF
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA

For more information about
the college and its programs,
please call 562-985-5306
or visit our website at:
www.csulb.edu/cba

We are committed to a Diverse Student Body

Clemson Means

BUSINESS

Academic Achievement | Leadership
Stewardship | Innovation | Engagement
Entrepreneurship | Diversity | Creativity

CLEMS@N

College of BUSINESS

clemson.edu/business

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

Nebiaska L[]?

Omaha

Callege &f JAffaits)
Cemmmiyy Sarice
Nationally Ranked, Locally Engaged

For program information
access our website at

cpacs.unomaha.edu

] \\!

Gary R. Trombley Family White Collar Research Professor

4w, Stetson University
_ U &
%" College of Law

- #1law school in the nation for trial advocacy

« #3law school in the nation for legal writing

J.D./LL.M. in Advocacy

every eligible student

Apply today at stetson.edu/lawadmission
727-562-7802 + lawadmit@law.stetson.edu

« 5dual-degree programs, including a
«  More than 450 clinical opportunities annually, one for

Campuses in beautiful Tampa Bay, Florida

—U.S. News & World Report

—U.S. News & World Report

STETSONLAW

B"NAI B'RITH 39
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Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

Nebiaska

College of Communication,
Fine Arts and Media
Omaha, NE 68182

For program information please call

(402) 554-2232

or access our website at
www.unomaha.edu/cfam

WE ARE COMMITTED TO A DIVERSE STUDENT BODY

College of Social Science
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

\\\“ r
R

Our science transforms
the human experience.

socialscience.msu.edu

Shalom and Best Wishes from

Maxine Goodman Levin

(7: llece of IrtOan ..u 111

Ranked among the top 10 urban affairs programs in the country
by U.S. News & World Report

Public Service.
Leadership. Change.
Levin.

For program information:
(216) 687-4506
urbanprograms@csuohio.edu
urban.csuohio.edu

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

COLLEGE OF
EDUCATION AND
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY

Bowling Green, OH

For program information please call

(419) 372-7401
or access our website at
www.bgsu.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

oakland.edu/secs

Shalom and best wishes
to our many Jewish friends!

College of Engineering
and Applied Sciences

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

\WE ARE COMMITTED TO

STUDENT DIVERSITY!

For program information please call (269) 276-3270
or visit wmich.edu/engineer

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

JOHNS HOPKINS

ziy BLOOMBERG

h | 4 SCHOOL # PUBLIC HEALTH
Protecting Health, Saving Lives - Millions at a Time
Dean’s Office (Admissions Service)
615 North Wolfe Street, Suite E1002
Baltimore, MD 21205-2179
(410) 955-3543
www.jhsph.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student

Who IS WISG ’
One who learns from all,

BUFFALO STATE

The Seate University of New Yock

SCcHOOL OF EDUCATION

(716) 878-4214
www.buffalostate.edu
We are committed to a diverse student body.

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

WASHINGTON STATE
[UNIVERSITY

Educatlon

Shalom! and best

wishes to our

many Jewish friends

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

College of Education and Human Services, South Orange, NJ 07079 LLEG
For program information please call (973) 761-9668 or | AGSD Hlf M?:NESD&%]AESN
access our Web site at www.shu.edu/education

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/shucehs SETON HALL UNIVERSITY

40 SPRING 2017

@ ‘ College of

Pullman, WA
For program information please call

509-335-1738
or visit our website at
education.wsu.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Shalom! and Best Wishes
to our many Jewish Friends

Idaho State
UNIVERSITY
College of Business
Pocatello, ID

For program information please call
(208) 282-3585
or access our website at
www.isu.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body
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4 Shalom! and Best Wishes to our many Jewish friends Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends
Graduate with . .
a stronger The University of Vermont N'VfRS'TY OF
owich life SCHOOL OF
BUSINESS ma a
g : ‘ ADMINISTRATION Colleg% of HArtﬁEa&c{ 8Szuences
Housed in the College of Social and Behavioral : mana,
Sciences, the Arlzonga Center for Judaic Studies Burlmgton’ VT For program information please call
offers a degree prosram as well aé avariety 'of ( 4 02) 5 5 4 2 4 5 8
elective courses and summer study in Israel. (802) 656-4015 s
: 0r access our wepsite a
Learn more www.uvin.edu/business www.unomaha.edu/cas
sbs.arizona.edu
EDUCATING RESPONSIBLE MANAGERS FOR THE FUTURE “Home of the Schwalb Center for Israel and Jewish Studies”

Shalom! and Best Wishes to our many Jewish Friends

Shalom and best wishes to our many Jewish Friends!

g UCDAVIS WIESS SCHOOL OF
E ]:?)1(33 ;r f ICT% “V‘ SCHOOL of LAW NATURAL SCIENCES

www.law.ucdavis.edu The Frontiers of Knowledge
530.752.0243

Jerry S. Rawls College of
Business Administration

Lubbock, TX

For program information please call

(806) 742-1300

or access our website at
www.ttu.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

UNIVERSITY
Houston, TX

For program information, please call: (713) 348-3350
or access our website at: www.rice.edu

We are committed to a diverse student body.

Shalom! Best wishes to our many Jewish friends.
SHALOM! BEST WISHES TO
UNIVERSITY of C MANY JEWISH FRIENDS

UF [FLORIDA

The Foundation for The Gator Nation

Warrington College
of Business Administration

www.kent.edu/artscollege

Gainesville, Fl .
S For program information, please call LAW SCHOOL
(352) 392-2397 -
: or visit our website at UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
UNIVERSLITY www.warrington.ufl.edu B te Do
College of the Arts We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body
Shalom Chaverim from the

UNIVERSITY OF lQ[' @ Shalom and best wishes to

= = . our many Jewish friends
Cincinnati st.
Carl H. LINDNER College of Business J O I Ins For admissions information please call

UNIVERSITY (718) 990-6{174 or access our website at
www.law.stjohns.edu

Named a Best Business School

by U.S. News ¢ World Report,
Bloomberg Businessweek, and SCHOOL We are Committed to a

The Princeton Review. OF LAW Diverse Student Body
513-556-7002 uc.edu/business
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Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends Shalom! Best wishes to our many Jewish friends!

THE UNIVERSITY OF < Tulane
TEXAS University
— AT AUSTIN — FREEMAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
COLLEGE of LIBERAL ARTS START ACHIEVING YOUR R
CAREER GOALS Science

For program information please call

(512) 471-4141 www.freeman.tulane.edu Helping Students to Discover their
or visit our website at

FORMULA for EXCELLENCE
science.lsu.edu | 225.578.8859

We are committed to diversity among our students, faculty, and staff.

www.utexas.edu/cola

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body 'We are Committed to 2 Diverse Student Body

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

VirginiaTech

THE UNIVERSITY OF

CENTRAL MICHIGAN
;EE}RI}SLESSEE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK College of Humanities &
Shalom and best wishes to our Social & Behavioral Sciences

many Jewish friends! Mount Pleasant, Ml

Ut Prosim (That I May Serve)

COLLEGE of
ARCHITECTURE and URBAN STUDIES

Fac.ffﬁ::ﬁﬁﬁ.:'::é’ Knoxville EZEE For program information please call For program information please call
: (989) 774-3341 540.231.6415
100% Online Programs s v
for MSSW and DSW [=] s or visit our website at or visit our website at

Committed to Diversity and Inclusion www.cmich.edu www.vt.edu

www.csw.utk.edu We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Monte Ahuja
College of Business

Committed to diversity + inclusion:
Learn how we can help you build your
career, take it to the next level or build
your business.

csuohio.edu/business 216-687-3786

Shalom! Best wishes to our many Jewish friends.

A THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
Ranked 21%tamong law schools who placed the highest .| College of Humanities

percentage of 2015 graduates in full-time, long-term jobs that Tucson, AZ
require bar passage and are non-law school funded.

Global Leaders in Law and Business - Since 1925.

The National Law Journal
“Where the Jobs Are” — May 2016

AWorld of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures

@ SMU‘ DEDMAN For program information please call:

SCHOOL OF LAW (520) 621-1044

or visit our website at
humanities.arizona.edu

We are commiitted to a diverse student body.

Apply today. law.smu.edu

42 SPRING 2017
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% TheUNIVERSI nrv OKLAHOMA
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

price.ou.edu * pricecollege@ou.edu * (405) 325-6021

Shalom! Best wishes to our many Jewish friends.

GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL
ARTS AND SCIENCES

Allendale, MI

For program information please call
(616) 331-2495
or visit our website at
www.gvsu.edu/clas

We are committed to a diverse student body.

Shalom! and best wishes to our
many Jewish Friends

University of Pittsburgh
School of Social Work
Pittsburgh, PA 15260
For program information please call

(412) 624-6302

Or access our websitg at
www.socialwork.pitt.edu

WE ARE COMMITTEDTO A
DIVERSE STUDENT BODY

OAKLAND

UNIVERSITY.

COLLEGE OF ARTS
AND SCIENCES

ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN

oakland.edu/cas

Join us and learn to thrive

3,500 4 1
Jewish faith-based | academic
students clubs home

Forge your own path at the

school that's

" College of Liberal
Arts & Sciences

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

clas.asu.edu

Shalom and best wishes to our many Jewish friends!

Cr eighton Heider

UNIVERSITY | Collegeof Business

RANKS 14TH IN THE NATION IN FINANCE

« LEARN TO THINK CRITICALLY

« START, RUN AND MARKET A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS

+ ACQUIRE THE TOOLS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
STRAIGHT AWAY

« YOUR FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS

For program information, please call: 402.280.2390

Weare Or access
committedtoa L our web;ite at:
P Business.creighton.edu

SHALOM to our many Jewish friends

SAN JOSE STATE
UNIVERSITY

CONNIE L. LURIE
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Shape the future. Become a teacher.
For more info, visit
www.sjsu.edu/education

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

COLLEGE OF
COMMUNICATIONS

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

FULLERTON

For program
information please call
657.278.3355
or access our website at
communications.fullerton.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Shalom! Best wishes to our many Jewish friends

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘l AT MANOA

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

« International Excellence »
Honolulu, Hawaii
(808) 956-8266
www.shidler.hawaii.edu
WE ARE COMMITTED TO A DIVERSE STUDENT BODY

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

UNIVERSITY
of ILLINOIS at
SPRINGFIELD

COLLEGE of LIBERAL ARTS

and SCIENCES
Springfield, IL 62703

For program information please call
(217) 206-4847 or toll free 1-888-977-4847
or access our website at www.uis.edu/clas

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Shalom!
and best wishes to our friends at B'nai B'rith

WiLLiam S. Boyp
UNLV/S¢HOOL oF Law

For program information, please call
702.895.3671
or visit our website at
www.law,unlv.edu

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

COLLEGEC
CHARLESTON

School of

Sciences and Mathematics

School of
Humanities & Social Sciences

Charleston, SC

For program information:
access our website at

www.cofc.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

B'NAI B'RITH 43
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Your next steps begin at
Fordham University.

Fordham can advance your career in
education with master’s, doctoral, and
professional diploma programs.

Graduate School of Education
areas of study include:
« Teaching
« Educational Leadership
« Interdisciplinary Research
« Counseling and School Psychology
Students who work in faith-based schools are

eligible for a 40% tuition discount. Students
may also be eligible for Title lla tuition funding.

For more information: www.fordham.edu/gse
gse_admiss@fordham.edu | 212-636-6400

FORDI L\J\l Graduate School

of Education

e Shalom, and best
ST. JOHN’S wishes to our many
UNIVERSITY Jewish friends!

St. John's College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences
St. John's University
8000 Utopia Parkway
Queens, NY 11439

For program information,
please contact us:
1 (888)9STJOHNS | www.stjohns.edu

Undergraduate:
admhelp@stjohns.edu

Graduate:
gradhelp@stjohns.edu

Shalom!

Best wishes to our many
Jewish Friends

College of

Languages, Linguistics, & Literature

E E University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

lll.hawaii.edu

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends.

nme[JNIVERSITY"TENNESSEE
CHATTANOOGA
College of Health, Education
and Professional Studies
Chattanooga, TN
For program information please call
4234254249

or visit our website at
www.utc.edu

We are committed to a diverse student body.

We are committed to a
Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish Friends

diverse student bodly.
MARYMOUNT
UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
AND HUMAN SERVICES
Arlington, VA 22207

For program information please call
(703) 284-1620
or access our website at
www.marymount.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Shalom!
and Best Wishes to Our Many Jewish Friends

College of Education
Preparing Educational Leaders

For program information please call
(901) 678-5495
or visit our website at
www.memphis.edu/coe

We are committed to a diverse student body.

Shalom! and best wishes to our many
Jewish friends

JOSEPH’S

SAINT
UNIVERSITY

Spirit \ Intellect \ Purpose

Erivan K. Haub School of Business

Philadelphia, PA

For program information
please call
(610) 660-1645
or access our website at
www.sju.edu

We are Committed
to a Diverse Student Body

44 SPRING 2017

Shalom!

Best wishes to our many Jewish friends.

KELCE
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Pittsburg State University
Pittsburg, Kansas

For program information please call
620-235-4591 or access our website at
www.pittstate.edu/cob

We are committed to a diverse student body.

Penn State Smeal College of Business

Committed
to Diversity

Offering highly ranked undergraduate,
graduate, and executive education
programs to students from around the
world. Learn more at www.smeal.psu.edu.

SMEAL College of Business

THE UNIVERSITY OF

MEMPHIS

ATennessee Board of Regents Instiution
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action University

Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Committed to a
diverse student body

For information on how to join our diverse
team in making the world a better place in
which to live, visit our website.

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends.

i

College of Humanities
& Fme Arts

UMassAmbherst

Committed to a diverse and engaged student body.

umass.edu/hfa | W @UMassHFA | f UMassHFA
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Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

JOSEPH A. BUTT, S.].
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

T, LOYOLA
[FUMEE) UNIVERSITY
Uil NEWORLEANS
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70118
For program information please call
(504) 864-7944
or access our website at www.loyno.edu

We Are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

PROUDLY INTRODUCING
MARYVILLE UNIVERSITY HILLEL
Welcoming Jewish students and friends for

social connection, holiday celebration and
experiential learning. To learn more,
contact Erin Schreiber at 314.529.9437
or eschreiberemaryville.edu.

Hillel

LV ETRA

Shalom! and Best Wishes to our manv Jewish Friends

ADDRAN ¢

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

Fort Worth, TX

For program information please call
(817) 257-7160

or access our website at
www.addran.tcu.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Celebrating

30 Years of

Diversity
ERIK JONSSON SCHOOL

OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS

engineering.utdallas.edu

Shalom! Best Wishes to our many Jewish friends!

(Cal State LA

Rongnang Xu
College of
Health and Human Services

For program information please call

323.343.4600

or access our website at
www.calstatela.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Meet us OIlllIlC on-campus

or somgwhcrc mn bC[VVCCIl

If you have a passion for public health,
then you can practice it here!

- BSPH -DrPH

-MHA -PhD

- MPH - Dual degrees
-MSPH - Certificates

publichealth.usf.edu » 888-USF-COPH

University of South Florida

College of Public Health

sju.edu/livegreater

Shalom! and best wishes to our many Jewish friends

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

McCOMBS
SCHOOL OF
# B BUSINESS

WHERE LEADERSHIP IS EARNED"

For program information please call
(512) 471-5921
or access our website at
www.mccombs.utexas.edu

We are Commiitted to a Diverse Student Body

Shalom! Best Wishes to our many
Jewish friends!

Claremont

GRADUATE UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF
EDUCATIONAL STUDIES

For program information please call
909-607-3692

or access our website at
www.cgu.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

Shalom! and best wishes to our many
Jewish friends

MARYLAND

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
College Park, MD

For program information please call
(301) 405-2364
or access our website at
education.umd.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body

2w

APDESIGN

THE COLLEGE of
ARCHITECTURE, PLANNING & DESIGN // K-STATE
Manhattan, Kansas // 785.532.5950 // visit: capd.k-state.edu

COLLEGE OF
ARTS AND LETTERS

SAN DIEGO STATE
UNIVERSITY
Minds that move the world

\}wa.sdsu.edu

We are Committed to a Diverse Student Body
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Shalom! Best wishes to our many Jewish friends

GRrEENSPUN College of

URBAN AFFAIRS

Communication Studies | Criminal Justice
School of Public Policy and Leadership
Marriage and Family Therapy | School of Social Work
Hank Greenspun School of Journalism and Media Studies

702.895.3291
www.unlv.edu/urbanaffairs

We are committed to a Diverse Student Body

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

LAW CENTER

SHALOM! AND BEST WISHES
T0 OUR MANY JEWISH FRIENDS

FOR PROGRAM INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT
LAW.UH.EDU OR CALL 713-743-2280
100 LAW CENTER HOUSTON, TX 77204-6060

UH is an EEO/AA Institution

Shalom and best wishes to our many Jewish friends!

NMOV/F0IN

@
/'1 THE UNIVERSITY OF

JII SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Hattiesburg, Miss.

For program information, please call
601.266.4659
or access our website at
www.usm.edu/business

We are committed to a diverse student body.

Read past issues of
B’nai Brith Magazine at
www.bnaibrith.org
/magazines

B’nai B’rith
Magazine
is proud to present to our
readers listings of colleges
and universities which look
to publicly proclaim their
commitment to diversity and
to invite families and friends
of our readers to consider these
institutions of higher learning.

46
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Gary & Judy Saltzman
Dan & Michal Mariaschin

and the leadership and staff
of Bnai BYith International
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bringing you all your kosher favorites

Melissa’s can create
signature gourmet gift
baskets to fit any
theme or occasion!

Northfield Lines, Inc.

We’re The Drive Behind Worry-Free Travel!

MOTORCOACH CHARTERS ¢ AIRPORT & WEDDING SHUTTLES
CORPORATE & HOTEL TRANSFERS ¢ TOURS & CRUISES

www.northfieldlines.com ¢ 800-944-2190

Cﬁ‘g Miza's Hand

- Hebrew & English Calligraphy
+ Specializing In Custom Illuminated Ketubbot
* Invitations

Llsa’\ Roh e, Artist

By Appointment Only
No Saturday Calls

Tel: 212- 787 3161
19 W 70th St. #B, NY, NY 10023
bylisashand.com
http://www.ByLisasHand.Etsy.com/

Make a Difference in the World Today
Show your commitment to Jewish heritage by making a gift to B’nai B’rith today.
Call 1-800-573-9057 or go to: www.bnaibrith.org and click on “Donate Now.”
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ADVERTISERS BY STATE + ARIZONA - CONNECTICUT

ﬁiﬁ" I

"Where Framing Is An Art"

Serving The Valley Since 1975
Specialist In The Framing Of Fine Arts.

Prints - Posters - Photographs
Memorabilia - Needlework - Mirrors

www.framinworks.com
602-957-1080

3119 E. Thomas Road
Phoenix, AZ 85016

SINCE 1968

SALES & RENTAL

e MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

¢ SICKROOM SUPPLIES

e SPORTS MEDICINE SUPPLIES
* ORTHOPEDIC ASSIGNMENT

* MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT

714-846-0688
LY 2% - c{o >0 B 16881 Algonquin St. H.B.

Please Mention This Ad

g
WARNER
1SIMN30709

AVANTI POOLS INC.

NEW POOLS/REMODELS

%ﬁwﬁ

oo

818.501.3759
FAX: 818.501.5128

www.avantipoolsandspas.com
E-mail: avantipools@sbcglobal.net

8138 ORION AVE. * VAN NUYS, CA 91406

& fom prOVIDERS

Rodent, Pigeon Control & Proofing * Animal Trapping
Bedbugs, Mice, Roaches, Ants, Cockroaches

Commercial Sanitation Reports Issued

Residential, Commercial, Government & Transportation
Pest Control

(510) 251-9000 (925) 934-2284
Alameda Contra Costa County
www.pestec.com

(415) 587-6817

San Francisco

(925) 757-2945
Contra Costa County

FISHER FORENSIC

* Signatures/Handwriting Identification
* Fabricated Documents ® Alterations
® Indented Writings ® Document Laboratory
for Nondestructive Tests
Testimony in over 250 Trials

1-800-987-8129
510-844-2500
1990 N. California Blvd., 8th Floor

Walnut Creek, CA 94596
www.doclab.com

SUPERFAST COPYING & BINDING SYSTEMS
WE DO IT ALL

Full Color Printing

COLOR COPIES

BLACK &WHITE COPIES
FULL COLOR POSTER: $6.50 PER SQUARE FOOT

Ask for Volume Discounts
Binding ¢ Digital Output * Graphic Design * Typesetting
310-452-3352 » Fax:310-452-7662
superfastla.com
2358 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica, CA

PYRAMID
PIPE &
SUPPLY CO.

Canoga Park, CA

RESS FINANCIAL | ( 9 A
CORPORATION B I AFF S
1780 Town & Country Drive, Suite 105
Noroo, CA 92860 Lighting « Kitchens * Baths
Decorative Hardware * Tile & Stone
BRUCE R. BEASLEY
President

Phone (800) 343-7377
Fax (866) 4812032

One of the first and largest family-owned
design centers in the country — selling an
unsurpassed selection of quality lighting,
baths, kitchens, decorative hardware, tile & stone.
Gift certificates available.

South Norwalk * Danburg
Westport (Lighting only)

203-866-1603
Klaffs.com b

PROFESSIONAL TRUST DEED AND LAND
CONTRACT FORECLOSURE SERVICES

Mention B’nai B’rith when calling \
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CONNECTICUT - MASSACHUSETTS

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
SINCE 1972

AUTO REPAIR INC.

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC REPAIRS

PHIL, JiM & PAUL LOCICERO
PETE BUCK
860-646-5036
FAX: 860-646-1552

174 WEST CENTER STREET
MANCHESTER, CT 06040

PHIL@P-PAUTO.COXATWORK.COM
WWW.PPAUTOREPAIR.COM

* State-of-the-Art Spray Booth and Bake Oven
* FREE Estimate

* FREE Loaner Car

* Frame Machine & Measurement System

Foreign Car Specialists
Porsche, Volvo, Mercedes, BMW
FREE Pickup & Delivery

Your Insurance Company Knows Us!

. 36 L
w Woodbglgiyge CT
A\ (203) 397-2909

WOODBRIDGE
AUTO BODY SHOP (203) 387-8069
INC. Fax: (203) 389-4002

‘. A e oo
/

/ Celebmte

PASS()VER

RECONDITIONED & NEW EQUIPMENT FOR:

RESTAURANTS AS WELL AS SUB SHOPS e TAVERNS o BAKERIES
DELI’S e PIZZA SHOPS © HOSPITALS ® NURSING HOMES © SCHOOLS » HOTELS

COME VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

BUY e SELL « TRADE
LEASE/PURCHASE

Refrigeration
Kitchen Supplies

Since 1919

EQUIPMENT

)
NEWMAN
GALLERY

A,
ROTATING EXHIBITS
OF ORIGINAL WORKS

Conservation Framing On Premises
Art Restoration
Free Pick-Up & Delivery

202-544-7577
Please Mention This Ad
513 11th St. SE, Gapitol Hill
www.newmangallery.com

Seating
Cooking Equipment
China © Glass ® Flatware

DESIGN
SERVICE
AVAILABLE

(302) 478-0388

425 Beaver Valley Rd.
Wilmington, DE

YWindsor
Sar Hotel

Near Downtown, on Embassy row. Nestled in
a charming neighborhood of majestic homes,
regal embassies and tree-lined streets that are
a pleasure to behold in any season. Walk to the
National Zoo, Rock Creek Park, and Woodley
Park Metro. All the Capital sights are within
easy reach. Moderate rates * Free Continental
Breakfast ¢ 43 Pleasant Rooms with AC,
color TV, mini refrigerator, direct dial phones
and voice mail. 2 computer stations with
wireless internet free to guests.
2116 Kalorama Rd., NW, Washington, DC 20008
202-483-7700 » 800-247-3064 * Fax: 202-332-4547

Available

Packages \

A
ALLSTATE APPRAISAL <G>

STEVEN S. ALBERT, MAI, SRA
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS
AND CONSULTANTS

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, RESIDENTIAL
MEMBERS OF APPRAISAL INSTITUTE
320 W. 202ND STREET
CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL 60411
MAIN OFFICE (708) 799-9000
Fax: (708) 754-8504
Our 52nd Year
Offices Throughout
Chicagoland
E-mail: STEVENA@ALLSTATEAPPRAISAL.NET
Website: www.allstateappraisal.net

[—The Ultimate In Memorials=)]

WITTENBECK

MEMORIALS
INC.

Quietly serving Iowa with quality
memorial since 1945.

515- 289 2343
Fax 515-289-2568
7242 N.E. 14th Street Ankeny, lowa 50021

www.windsorparkhotel.com
=0 Tile & Marble
( e ORNERSTONE
"2 RETAIL SHOWROOM
LARGEST SELECTION

|
SPECTACULAR SERVICE
|
CONTRACTOR FRIENDLY

Granite and Marble
Countertops & Vanities

508-230-TILE (8453)

cornerstonetileandmarble.net

EASTON INDUSTRIAL PARK
15F Plymouth Drive, So. Easton, MA 02375

Get short, timely
messages from B’nai
B’rith International on

Twitter.
Follow @
BnaiBrith.

Make a Difference
in the World Today

Show your commitment to Jewish
heritage by making a gift
to B’nai B’rith today.
Call 1-800-573-9057
or go to: www.bnaibrith.org
and click on “Donate Now.”
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MASSACHUSETTS - NEW YORK

oltoﬁ@rchards

So MUCH MORE than a Country store!

- Local Apples Available Year-Round
- Market Fresh Produce
- Just Pressed Filtered Cider
- Homemade Entrees
- Deli Sandwiches
- Homemade Soups
- Gourmet & Specialty Items
- Local Bakery Treats
- In-Season Flowers

(978) 779-2733

www.boltonorchards.com

Rts. 110 & 117
Bolton, MA 01740

Greetings to B'nai B'rith From

HealthCall of Detroit

Providing Quality in Home
Services for
Southeastern Michigan

DERSON
MANUFACTURING

Steel Storage Tanks
Clean Burn Used 0il Furnace

952-955-2668

200 Madison St.
Watertown, MN

* Complete Home Health Services
* Nursing (R.N., L.P.N. & C.N.A.)
* Medical Supplies

1-800-991-9933

COMMERCIAL &
RESIDENTIAL

P \
HEATING &
co TROLLED AIR CONDITIONING
(=3
AUTHORZED [ ENNOX.
SALES - DESIGN - INSTALLATION
HEAT PUMP SYSTEMS

SERVICE ALL MAKES
FINANCING AVAILABLE

(402) 333-2775

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE
\ 11701 Centennial Road, Omaha, NE )

Happy

Puassaver!

REAL. LOCAL. SAVINGS.
See how much you could save on car insurance today.

702-643-0057
3315 West Craig Road, Suite 110
North Las Vegas

S

o=
Saving people money on more than just car insurance:

GEICO
Local Office

A= e 2

crrniges. s 6680

Weshisgen, 0.C. 2007%; 1 Berkshine
Hathaway inc. subsidiary. GEICD Geckn image @ 1888-2012. © 202 68C0.

STATE OF THE ART FACILITY

=Foveen A0 =Sirnce=Tecmems

We Specialize in Repairing: OPEN

ACURA + AUDI « BIW + HONDA « INFINITI « SUZ0 oot - SCRM B-8

JEEP » LEXUS » MAZOA » MERCEDES » MITSUBISHI

NISSAN » SAAB * SUBARU + TOYOTA

VOLKSWAGEN * VOO

and other Fine I S

Seheduled Maintanance

= Alignments * Electrical Troubleshooting

« Clutch Repairs * Muffiers « CV Joints

Happy Passover
Glaser Bake Shop Inc.

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1902

Specializing In Cakes

= Tumo-Ups o Brakes » Diesel Repair » Struts « Front End and Home-Made Butter Cookies
FREE TOWING, SHUTTLE
Call fo Detahe SERVICE 1670 First Ave. At 87th St.
DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE - GENERAL AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS - FUEL INJECTION SPECIALISTS
o e 471-0326 % SaREOEg L
2786 AGUA FRIA  wwwiastsf.qwestdex.com =3 21 2'289'2562

The Kensico Cemetery

The Kensico Cemetery (Non-Sectarian) and Sharon Gardens
(Jewish Faith) are situated in a rural setting with beautiful trees,
rolling hills and sweeping lawns in Westchester County. They
provide a serene and peaceful resting place not found in many
cemeteries today. For FREE color brochure call toll free:

1-888-KENSICO or 1-888-536-7426 g e
P.O. Box 7, Valhalla, NY 10595 JK ENSICO

Sharon Gardens is a division

of The Kensico Cemetery B Y
914-949-0347 B FOUNDED 1880

www.kensico.org www.sharongardens.com
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OHIO - WASHINGTON

¢« “CRITTER
«*“ CONTROL

The Nation’s Leading
Wildlife Confrol Firm™

SQUIRRELS
RACCOONS + SKUNKS

BIRD + WOODCHUCK
MICE - BAT
BEES + FOX - BEAVER
COYOTES - ETC.

Humane Removal
Damage Repair « Prevention

Aftic & Chimney
Screens Installed

Wildlife Biologist On Staff

Serving All Of
Cleveland & Suburbs

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

216-642-3044

\/ Q
MIWERS:..~ *
REFRIGERATION REL
“COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION IS
OUR ONLY BUSINESS”

SALES * SERVICE » RENTALS * LEASING
WALK-IN COOLERS & FREEZERS
ANY SIZE OR SHAPE
Ice Machines & Beverage Dispensers
STOELTING

BATCH/GELATO FREEZERS
SOFTSERVE/YOGURT FREEZERS

- 24 HR ANSWERING SERVICE -
Akron, OH Canton, OH
(330) 784-4527 (330? 452-0111

e

OHIO LICENSE #23897 www.millersrefrigeration.com

The new and expanded

children’s
museum

PITTSBURGH

412-322-5058
www.pittsburghkids.org

B’nai B'rith
Thank You For Your Continued Support

OTIS CAFE

“WORTH THE WAIT”
Everything Is Homemade

Breakfast Served All Day
Call ahead to place large orders.

541-994-2813
Hwy. 18 Otis Junction
Otis, OR

oLl

(omfort You (o

Experts In:
® Heating
¢ Plumbing

Tt

* Cooling
* Electrical

ADRIAN’S CUSTOM CLEANERS

aﬂ. PICK UP & DELIVERY
=i ol ' WEST FT. WORTH

“We do it all - We do it right”
SAME DAY SERVICE
Drapery & Leather Cleaning
Wedding & Beaded Gowns
In-House Shirt Laundry
Certified Master Dry Cleaner
Alterations & Repairs ® Reweaving
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

8518&-732-51 71

-Z Camp Bowie
M-F 6:30-6:30 Sat 8-4

817-441-6377 817-596-0106

621 N. FM 1187 #D Aledo Willow Park 1-20, Exit 415

MasterCerd

FARMER’S MARKET
R.L. SAYERS FAMILY
WHOLESALE - RETAIL
FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES DAILY »

e FULL LINE OF PRECUT VEGETABLES
(Lettuce, Onions, Cabbage, Carrots,
Celery, Etc.)
FRUIT BASKETS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
SUPPLYING RESTAURANTS - SCHOOLS
e WATKINS PRODUCTS
COMPLETE SELECTION OF NUTS
SPECIALIZING IN CRACKING &
SHELLING PECANS

(817) 838-8526
(817) 838-8781

FAX 838-7754
“FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED”

5507 E. BELKNAR FT WORTH, TX

ALLFLOWERS

Drapes = Shades
Blinds = Shutters
Tile = Carpet

{,‘”" Vinyl Flooring
Ut Wallpaper
Dr:am & More!
mmro a
Dream RESIDENTIAL
Home & COMMERCIAL

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 = Sat. 10-4

www. com

509-534-5064

2820 E. 30th
Spokane, WA

610-616-5691 ¢ OliverHeatCool.com

Sovidal
LY SERVICE

ned =
FRIEND

*TENTS

* CHAIRS
* CANOPIES * CHINA
* SMOKERS * CANDELABRA
* CONCESSION EQP. = SILVER
*TABLES * LINENS
* DANCE FLOOR * STAGING

(817) 332-5258
220 University Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76107

.Y

Get the latest news
and information.
Go to
www.bnaibrith.org

Consider a Planned
Gift to B'nai B'rith.

/ See page 34 for

more (nformation

1)
/
\a ”
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About Seniors

Now More Than Ever:
B'nai B'rith Housing for the Elderly

By Mark D. Olshan

Associate Executive Vice President, Bnai Brith International

t is somewhat bittersweet that I have
I been asked to share my thoughts on our

ongoing seniors’ program. While I've
written for the magazine in the past, I've
now been asked to focus on aging policy
and offer insights from my perspective,
as a baby boomer and a B'nai B'rith staff
member for 33 years.

Rachel Goldberg, who served as our
director of aging policy and authored this
column for many years, has moved on to
the AARD, or the “big” house, as we play-
fully refer to the country’s largest advocacy
group for seniors. For more than 13 years,
Rachel was my right hand in analyzing,
reporting and generally trying to make
sense of the myriad changing policies and
programs that affect our aging population.
W are grateful for the many years she
spent with us. She will be missed.

But we're not the only ones experienc-
ing changes. As you are no doubt aware,
the entire country is in the midst of a sea
change, affecting the role of the federal
government in our lives. For B’nai B'rith,
this presents an enormous challenge, as a
new administration with an announced
intention of cutting back on federal pro-
grams takes office. Not the least of these
is providing low-cost housing to seniors.

I began at B’nai Brith as the director
of our Senior Citizens Housing Program.
Some years eatlier, a group of dedicated
B’nai Brith volunteers, all experts in the
building trades, petitioned the organiza-
tion to allow them, under B’nai Brith
auspices, to sponsor affordable housing for
low-income seniors in their communities.

Using a remarkable program from the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

Development (HUD) that made grants
available to nonprofit sponsors, this
group provided the “sweat equity” and
opened the first B’nai Brith-sponsored
senior community in 1971 in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa. Since then, the B’nai B’rith
Senior Housing Network has grown to
be the largest national Jewish sponsor of
HUD-assisted housing in the country. It
is currently available in 28 communities
nationwide, and we're proud to say that
nightly 8,000-10,000 seniors call a B’nai
Brith sponsored property home.

Obviously, we take this commit-

ment to these communities and to our
residents seriously. That's why we work
throughout the year to provide resources,
training and information to the dedi-
cated people who manage, lead and staff
these properties.

Our program exists for the benefit
of the residents and their extended
families. That's why we do what we do.
But, we cannot do it alone. We need
the government’s help because housing
costs money. And we are committed to
working with the federal, state and local
governments to provide the resources to

make affordable housing a reality.

For 30-some years, I have led the
organization’s efforts to advocate for the
federal housing finance program that
has allowed us to build such excel-
lent communities, and to continue to
provide them to low-income residents
at a fraction of market rate rents. As an
advocate, I champion not only the cur-
rent residents, but the tens of thousands
of people currently on waiting lists for
low-income housing like those we spon-
sor. I speak on behalf of the hundreds
of thousands of boomers who will find
themselves, very shortly, in retirement,
and in similar need.

The “graying of America” is not
something in the far-off future. It is here
now and will only grow larger. Every day,
more people turn 65. B’nai B'rith, along
with other nonprofit groups, had been
instrumental in shaping, expanding and
improving HUD’s housing program for
the elderly. But, the program is no longer
being funded. This has put the future in
jeopardy for residents, both present and
future. And that is unacceptable.

The program is fiscally troubled.
Affordable housing is scarce, and we
need to build more for moderate and
low-income people. Affordable hous-
ing appropriate for the needs of older
adults, and where services can be brought
to them in a more cost-efficient way; is
essential. But building housing—some-
thing we absolutely must do if we want
to address the long-term affordable
housing crisis in this country—is more
expensive than simply subsidizing rents
in existing apartments.

52 SPRING 2017




On average, nationwide, there are more than 10 people
waiting for every low-income rental unit available. In other
words, we must build, but we don’t have sufficient federal
resources to do it.

The key may be a combination of vigilant advocacy and
a new strategy supported by recent housing research. One
thing the government is very good at is counting things: From
missiles bought, to meals served, to millions taxed, the govern-
ment keeps a tally. But it is not as good at counting how
spending in one area can save money in another.

than other options, and it meets the needs and wants of older
adults. People do not want to be in a nursing home if they
have more independence with some regular service support.
The bottom line is that spending money on bricks and mortar
can save money by reducing the amount spent on health care.
Hopefully, this will help the number crunchers in Washington
to see the light.

Over the years, I haven’t had many opportunities to be on the
front lines of these policy debates, but I guess it’s time to get back
into the game and step up to the plate.

We often say Washington works in silos:
lots of communication (and counting) up
and down a federal department but very little
communication between them. This poses
many problems, especially when people’s
needs don't fit into one of those silos. In the
1980s, the federal government established
a task force across departments, including
housing and health, to work on homelessness.
It turned out that many of the homeless were
mentally ill, had substance abuse problems,
were veterans and, in some cases, all three. So,
solving the problem of homelessness really
meant tackling a variety of issues.

With elderly housing, we know there is a
similar crossover because supportive housing
for older adults, with appropriate services, is
an alternative to unnecessary nursing home
placements and other pricier options. Many
of our residents are able to live independently
with support, but without those services,
many would be unable to do so; and, with no
financial resources, a nursing home place-
ment through Medicaid would be their only
alternative. A month in a nursing home costs
Medicaid about $8,000. A year in a nursing
home costs just under $100,000. For one
person! So yes, housing is expensive, but so
is health care. Combining the two, taking
advantage of economies of scale, work to the
long-term benefit of the resident and, at the
same time, saves money on health care. So,
if new research on the health care savings
generated by affordable housing is taken into
account, building new housing doesn’t seem
so expensive. And, that’s just one way in
which subsidized housing can reduce health o
care spending, o=

i

SanHotels

Tirael

Housing is necessary and more affordable

ISRAEL

BAR-BAT MITZV AH

FAMILY TOURS

Small Groups - Personal Attention

Fine Hotels - Unique Itineraries

TOVA GILEAD, INC.

www.tovagilead.com
1-800-242-TOVA

EL AL

It’s not just an airline. It’s Israel.

—
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Helping Israel

Baby Amit was born prematurely and required constant monitoring in the
hospital. A Cardiac Apnea Monitor lent by Yad Sarah changed all that.

It alerted Amit’s parents’ to changes in his breathing and heart rate and
enabled them to safely care for him at home alongside his twin sister.

Volunteers lent almost 300,000 items of medical equipment from 104 branches
all over Israel last year. Support Yad Sarah’s lending services today!

CHARITY friendsofyadsarah.org or call 866-YAD-SARAH.

NAVIGATOR
e Friends of Yad Sarah @ G]
‘ ;OA; r‘:;t;r:; 445 Park Avenue, Suite 1702, New York, NY 10022
212.223.7758 shalom@friendsofyadsarah.org lyadsarahfriends/

a % ; For more information, please visit us online at

Medical Equipment Loans
Special Needs Transportation
Day Rehabilitation Services
Homebound Outreach

100+ branches
6,000+ volunteers

400,000+ people helped annually




